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SYMBOLS AND NOTES 

Data not available (three clashes) 


Category not applicable (three dots) 

• 0 • 

Quantity is zero (1 dash) 


Magnitude greater than zero but less than 
one-half of the unit used 

0 or 0.0 

Magnitude of the sampling error precludes 
showing separate estimate 

(*) 

NOTE: Due to rounding, detailed figures within 
tables may not add to totals 




HEALTH INSURANCE 


BACKGROUND OF THIS REPORT 


In July of 1959 the U. S, National Health Sur- 
vey began experimentally to collect data on health 
insurance. Questions designed to elicit informa- 
tion as to whether the individual had hospital^ 
surgical, or doctor visit insurance were added to 
the questionnaire. Special collection procedures 
were instituted to obtain the information from the 
respondent best qualified to give it. 

At the end of 1959 the experimental phase of 
collecting information was ended to allow time 
for evaluation of the data before the questions 
appeared on the questionnaire in a revised form. 
During the past year a special study designed to 
appraise the quality of health insurance data col- 
lected in interviews has been instituted and the 
data from the 1959 experimental collection peri- 
od have been studied for internal consistency and 


have been compared with data from other sources. 
The results of these evaluations will be utilized 
in determining the form of tiie questions and the 
procedures to be used in collecting future data 
on health insurance. 

Because of the time required to complete the 
special study and the additional time required to 
collect the information, new data will not be 
available for at least 2 years. In the meantime, 
there is a current need for data on health insur- 
ance coverage. This interim report based on the 
preliminary study conducted in the latter half of 
1959 is being issued to help meet this need. Be- 
cause of certain limitations which are set forth 
in the sections which follow, some of these esti- 
mates— especially those on coverage for doctor 
visits— should be used with caution. 


Tills report was prepared by Mary Grace Kovar of tlie U.S. 


National llenUh Survey stafl, 



SUMMARY 


Approximately 67 percent of the civilian non- 
institutional population of the United States was 
covered by some form of hospital insurance, 62 
percent by surgical insurance, and 19 percent by 
insurance for doctor visits outside the hospital 
according to responses to 19,000 household inter- 
views conducted by theU. S. National Health Sur- 
vey from July through December 1959, 


FtfiCtNT GF FERSO.'iS IN EACH flES^OENCE AREA 
COVERED Bf SPECIFIED TYPE OF HEALTH INSURANCE 


i^ Hospitol 
KNN Surgjcol 
E^Doclcr visils 



r^rfcrm Rpfol lorn 




In urban areas 72 percent of the population 
liad liGopiral insurance; in rural-nonfarm areas 
68 percent liad b.ospital insurance; in farm areas 
■In percent had tins kind of coverage. For surgi- 
C;'ii in:^Lirance the comparable estimates were 66, 
64, and 40 percent, and for doctor visit insur- 
ance the estimates were 20, 21, and 12 percent. 


C' FiFECNS IN EACH REGION 

&r ^?£':;f;ED TtFE of health insurance 



. ^ - VI pupuiation cover( 

insurance was gene 

... t..e LMitt-d .^.tatesand lowest in the S 

►..t. tA.rv.r,t» arsd somewhat below the nat 


average^ However, the proportion covered by in-- 
surance for doctor visits in the West, 32 percent , 
was higher than in the other 3 regions. 



In families where the income during the pre- 
vious 12 months was under $2,000, approximately 
33 percent of the persons had hospital insurance, 
27 percent had surgical insurance, and 9 percent 
had insurance for doctor visits outside the hos- 
pital. In families with the highest income during 
the previous 12 months, $7,000 or more, the com- 
parable percentages were 84, 80, and 28. 
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Die children or old peo- 
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SOURCE AND LIMITATIONS OF THE DATA 


Vhe data presented In this report were de- 
from a continuing household interview sur- 
)ased on a probability sample of the civilian 
stitutional population residing in the United 
3, Duringthe period July-December 1959ap- 
mately 19,000 households containing 62,000 
»ns were interviewed. For 52 percent of the 
ation all of the information was obtained at 
me of interview. For the other 48 percent, 
f the illness and demographic information 
obtained at the time of the interview, and the 
Tiation on health insurance was collected by 
scial mail-in form which was left at the 
hold for the head of the reporting unit to 
lete and return. 

description of the statistical design of the 
y, the methods used in estimation, and gen- 
qualifications of data obtained from surveys 
be found in Appendix I. Since all estimates 
nted in this report are based on a sample 
population rather than the entire population, 
are subject to sampling error. Therefore, 
:ular attention should be paid to the section 
sd ''Reliability of Estimates" which includes 
le of sampling errors and instructions for 
e, 

)eflnitions of certain terms used in this re- 
ire given in Appendix II, Since many of these 
5 have specialized meanings for the pur- 
of this survey, familiarity with these def- 
ae will assist the reader in Interpreting the 

"he questionnaire which was used to collect 
ata is reproduced as Appendix III, Only a 
on of the information obtained by means of 
lestionnaire is included in this report. Other 
ts in this series give data on other topics 
ed by the questionnaire. However, the en- 
iocument is included so that the reader can 
stand the context in which the data for this 
t were gathered, 

appendix IV consists of notes on the special 
)ds which are applicable only to the health 
ance data. The use of a mail-in form for 
)llection of health insurance data introduced 
es in the usual National Health Survey field 
computational procedures. Tlie operating 
dures used in this phase of the data col- 
n and some of the effects on the data are 
3sed in Appendix IV, 

k general limitation to all data obtained by 
hold interview is that the data are no better 
:he respondent's knowledge of and wllling- 
to discuss his own affairs. The respondent 
be unwilling to answer, he may not know the 
ir, or he may give Incorrect Information, 
one percent of the households scheduled for 


Interview resulted in refusal to give any infor- 
mation. Of the persons for whom the regular in- 
terview was completed, 3.7 percent failed to give 
the information on health insurance. Tliis addi- 
tional nonresponse on health insurance was due 
to the failure to return the mail-in form where 
one had been left. 

Some Impression of the magnitude of the 
second limiting factor, lack of knowledge, can 
also be gained from the data. For hospital in- 
surance, an estimated 1.9 percent of the popula- 
tion either did not know whether they were cover- 
ed or else failed to understand the question well 
enough to give a usable response. For surgical 
insurance the comparable figure is 4.8 percent, 
and for insurance for doctor visits it is 6,3 
percent, 

To compute the percentages shown in this 
report, only those persons who responded either 
yes or no as to whether they had health Insurance 
were included. Tills procedure in effect distrib- 
uted the population for whom information was not 
obtained in the same manner as the population 
for whom information was obtained, Tlie original 
and the prorated distributions for hospital insur- 
ance are shown in table A, 

The third source of error in data obtained by 
interviews is in the quality of the information 
given by the respondent. The magnitude of this 
error cannot be stated in numerical terms as the 
survey design did not include procedures for 
checking records to ascertain whether the people 
were reporting their coverage accurately. How- 
ever, two indirect procedures were utilized. The 
first was a comparison with data from other 


Table A. The effect of prorating the un- 
usable responses on the percent of per- 
sons covered for hospital insurance 


Response for 
hospital 
insurance 

Original 

Prorated 

Total - 

100.0 


Usable-- 

94.4 

100,0 

Yes 

63.4 

67.1 

Mo-- — 

31.0 

32,9 

Not usable 

5.6 

* •« « 

Don't know---- 

1.9 

• -i # 

No response 

3.7 

» 4 « 


3 



sources, such as results from other surveys and 
the estimates made from insurance company 
records. Estimates on total coverage from these 
sources are shown in table B. The second was a 
check of a sample of questionnaires against pub- 
lished lists of insurance companies to determine 


Table B. Percent of persons with hospital 
insurance as estimated from surveys of 
insuring organizations and from house- 
hold interview surveys: United States, 
July-December 1959 


Year 

Surveys of 
insuring ^ ^ 
organizations ’ 

Household 

interview 

surveys 

1950 

50.9 


1951 

56.0 


1952 

58.7 


1953 

61.7 

57-’ 

1954 

63,1 


1955 

65.7 


1956 

69.4 

64^ 

1957 

71.4 

66" 

1958 

71.1 

65*^ 

1959 

72,5 

67^ 


whether such a company actually existed and 
whether it provided the type of insurance which 
had been reported. Such a check was made and 
only rarely did a respondent name a plan which 
was not on the published lists. There was, there- 
fore, reason to believe that respondents were 
giving reliable information about their insurance. 


^ The Extent of Voluntary Health Insurance 
Coverage in the United States as of December 31, 
1958 . He^tTT In su ranee Council, 19 59 . 

^ Current Population Reports . Population Es- 
timates. Series P-25, No. 209, December 14, 
1959. 

^Anderson, 0. W, , and Feldman, J . J,: Family 

oledical Costs and Voluntary Moalth Insurnnce; A 


Nationwide Survey. 
York, N, Y., 1956. 

ivlcGraw-Hiil 

Book 

Co • , New 

^Brews ter , A. W. , 

and Kramer, 

L. N.; 

1 Health 


insurance and hospital use related to marital 
status. Pub. Health Rep . 74: No. 8, August 
1959. 

Profile of the Health Insurance Public. 
Health Insurance Institute, 1959. 

^Voluntary Health Insurance: 1953 and 1958. 
Health Information Foundation Program in Health 
Services . VIII: No. 5# i4ay 19 5 9. 

^U. S, National Health Survey. Interim Report 
on Health Insurance, Un ited States, July- December 
1959 . PHS Pub. No. 504- B26. ~ 
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PART I 


THE EXTENT OF COVERAGE 


The need for health insurance as protection 
against high medical expenses has become gen- 
erally recognized in the United States. Although 
estimates of the number of people covered by 
health insurance vary, depending on the source 
of the data, the population included, and the defi- 
nition of what constitutes health insurance, at 
least two thirds of the people now living in the 
United States have some kind of protection. 

The source of the data presented in this re- 
port and the population from which these data are 
drawn have been noted in the previous section 
and are discussed at greater length in Appendix 
I. However, before the estimates can have any 
meaning, it is necessary to understand exactly 
what kind of protection is Included, For this re- 
port all forms of payment for care provided by 
the government to certain population groups, such 
as public welfare for the indigent, Medicare for 
military dependents, and care for veterans avail- 
able through the Veterans Administration, are 
excluded. Also excluded is care provided by vol- 
untary agencies to victims of specified diseases 
or to other defined segments of the population, 
Other common forms of protection which are ex- 
cluded are workmen's compensation, loss of in- 
come insurance, and policies which pay benefits 
only for accidents or for the "dread diseases." 

Tlie three forms of health insurance which 
are included are; hospital insurance which pays 


Table C, Percent distribution of the total 

age; United States, 


all or part of the bill for the hospitalized person; 
surgical insurance which pays all or part of the 
bill of the doctor performing an operation either 
in a hospital or in his office; and doctor visit in- 
surance which pays the doctor's bill for nonsur- 
gical care including home or office visits for 
treatment, diagnostic examinations, or other pro- 
cedures. 

In general, the pattern of distribution of 
coverage in the population is similar for the 
three kinds of coverage even though the propor- 
tion covered by each kind of protection is differ- 
ent. For this reason, and also because hospital 
insurance is most clearly defined in the minds of 
respondents, most of the discussion which follows 
is limited to hospital Insurance, Where the dis- 
tribution of one of the other kinds of coverage 
differs from that of hospital insurance, the dif- 
ference is noted. Tables of age-specific rates 
within each population group for each of the three 
kinds of coverage have been included at the end 
of the text for the benefit of those who desire 
more detailed information. 

Sex and Age 

There was a slight but consistent difference 
between the rate of coverage for males and that 
for females. For the United States as a whole, 
68,1 percent of the males and 66.3 percent of the 


population and the insured populations by 
July-December 1959 


All ages 


0-U- 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65-74 

75 +-- 


|||||E||^ 




Doctor 

visit 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

31.7 

31.1 

31.7 

30.5 

13.0 

12.0 

12.0 

12.5 

12.7 

13.7 

14.3 

15.0 

13.4 

14.9 

15.2 

15,8 

11.7 

13.1 

12.8 

13.1 

8.8 

9,0 

8,6 

8.4 

5.7 

4.7 

4.2 

3.7 

3.0 

1.5 

1.2 

1.1 
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females were covered by hospital insurance. A 
difference of approximately the same magnitude 
between the sexes was maintained through all age 
groups despite the variations among the age groups 
in the proportion covered , 

The rate of coverage was fairly high for 
children (66.5 percent had hospital insurance), 
decreased slightly for those aged 15-24 (63.4 
percent), and then increased again. For persons 
aged 25-54, the rates of coverage by 10-year age 
groups were 72.8 percent, 74,5 percent, and 74.4 
percent. From that point on the proportion cover- 
ed dropped to 67.3 percent for those aged 55-64, 
to 53,2 percent for those aged 65-74, and to 32.5 
percent for those aged 75 or more. 

^ Table C shows the distribution of the total 
population and the insured population by age. 
Approximately 8.7 percent of the U. S. population 
was 65 years of age or older. Among persons 
with hospital insurance 6.2 percent were age 65 
or older. Among persons with surgical insurance 
5,4 percent were in that age group and among 
persons with doctor visit insurance only 4.8 per- 
cent were 65 or over. 

Residence 

Among persons living in urban areas 71,5 
percent had hospital insurance. In the rural-non- 
farm areas 68,0 percent of the population had 
hospital insurance and in the rural-farm areas 
only 45.0 percent of the population had such cover- 
age, The proportional difference in the coverage 
rates for the three areas was less for surgical 
and doctor visit insurance than for hospital in- 
surance. Between urban and rural-nonfarm areas 
there was no real difference in the over-all pro- 
portion covered by these two types of insurance. 

The rates of coverage in the urban and the 
rural-nonfarm areas were similar. However, the 
rates for persons living on farms were lower in 
every age group than they were in the other two 
areas. For this reason all of the detailed tables 
show the rates for farm and nonfarm areas 
separately. 

Region 

The industrial, highly urbanized Northeast 
had the highest proportion of the population cover- 
ed by hospital insurance (75.2 percent). In the 
North Central region the rate of coverage was 
almost as high for hospital insurance (73.9 per- 
cent), and there was no real difference between 
these two regions in the over-all rates for sur- 
gical and doctor visit insurance. The detailed 
tables, which show the rates by age and sex, in- 
dicate some shifts in the age-specific rates, but 
in general the extent of coverage in these two re- 
gions was similar. 


In the South, coverage rates for all of the 
three types of health Insurance were low. Rates 
for hospital insurance coverage for persons aged 
25 and over were only slightly lower in the South 
than they were in the West, but the proportion of 
persons under 25 years of age with hospital in- 
surance, and the proportion of the total population 
with surgical or doctor visit insurance was con- 
siderably lower in the South than in any other 
region. 

The proportion of the population in the West 
covered by each of the specified types of health 
insurance presented an Interesting variation, 
Coverage for hospital insurance was lower than 
the national rate. Coverage for surgical insur- 
ance, while generally lower than the national rate, 
was much closer than coverage for hospital insur- 
ance and in the age group 45-54 was actually 
higher. However, coverage for doctor visits was 
much higher than the national rate and for certain 
age groups it was twice as high as the coverage 
in any other region. A possible explanation for 
this is that there are more of the comprehensive 
types of plans in the West which provide for com- 
plete medical care^ Including doctor visits, than 
in other regions. Tliere are additional data on 
this point in Section II of this report. 

Family Income 

The income used to classify the population 
is the income of the family (if the person lives In 
the same household as other persons related to 
him) or the income of the individual (if the per- 
son lives alone or with other persons who are not 
related to him). Since an estimated 93,5 percent 
of the population live with persons to whom they 
are related by blood, marriage, or adoption, the 
income is generally the income of a multiperson 
family. 

Although 14.9 percent of the U, S. population 
had an annual family income of less than $2,000, 
only 7.4 percent of the persons with hospital in- 
surance were in this income group (table D), The 
next higher income group, $2,000-3,999 per year, 
contained 20.5 percent of the population and 16,9 
percent of the persons with hospital insurance. 
These two low-income groups, which contained 
over a third of the total population (35.4 percent), 
had about a fourth of the population with hospital 
insurance (24,3 percent). 

The percentage of the population In each in- 
come group covered by hospital insurance shows 
the same situation in a different fashion. Only 
33.1 percent of the persons in the lowest family 
income group were covered by hospital Insurance, 
In the $2,000-3,999 category 56.0 percent were 
covered. In the $4,000-6,999 group, which con- 
tained 35.6 percent of the U. S. population, 78,9 
percent were covered. In the highest family In- 
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Table D. Percent distribution of the total population and the insured populations by 
family income: United States, July-December 1959 


Family income 

U. S, 

total 

Persons v;ith insurance 

Hospital 

Surgical 

Doctor 

visit 

All incomes 

100.0 

100,0 

100.0 

100.0 

0-$1.999 

14.9 

7.4 

6.6 

7,0 

$2,000-3,999 - - 

20,5 

16.9 

16.2 

14.8 

$4,000-6,999 

35.6 

42.1 

43.1 

40.6 

$7,000+ 

21.4 

27.4 

28.4 

31.4 

Unknown 

7.6 

6.2 

5.7 

6.3 


come group, $7,000 or more per year, 84.5 per- 
cent were covered by hospital insurance. 

Part of the difference among the four family 
income groups in the proportion covered could be 
related to the different age distributions within 
the income groups. Some 22.6 percent of the per- 
sons in the lowest income category, less than 
$2,000 per year, were 65 years of age or over, 
while 4.4 percent of those in the highest group, 
$7,000 or more per year, were in this age brack- 
et, However, the differences among the age dis- 
tributions within the income groups do not ac- 
count for the differences in coverage among the 
income groups, as can be seen from table E. The 


Table E. Percent of persons with hospital 
insurance by family income: Unadjusted 
and adjusted for age: United States, 
July-December 1959 


Family income 

Unadjusted 

Adjusted 
for age 

U, S. total- 

67.1 


0-$L,999 

33.1 

32.5 

$2,000-3,999 

56.0 

56.1 

$4,000-6,999 

! 78.9 

77.5 

$7,000+ 

84.5 

83.0 

Unknown--** 

58.1 

58.3 


age- adjusted rates for hospital Insurance were 
almost the same as the unadjusted rates. People 
in the low income groups were not covered re- 
gardless of age. 


Major Activity 

Although the U. S, National Health Survey 
collects information as to whether the household 
members are usually working, keeping house, 
going to school, etc., the only categories used in 
this report are usually working and other . This 
is a useful division since other studies indicate 
that more health insurance is purchased through 
groups than individually, and tlie group is often 
formed through employment. It should be noted 
that the usually working population as defined for 
this report (see Appendix II) is not the population 
used in official labor force statistics. 

As would be expected, usually working per- 
sons were more likely to have health insurance 
than were other persons. About 74,8 percent of 
the usually working population was covered by 
hospital insurance as contrasted with 62.9 per- 
cent of the others. However, the ^'other'' group 
was heavily weighted by the 55 million persons 
under the age of 15 who were not eligible to be 
members of the usually working population but 
who were often covered under plans carried by 
their parents. Wlien only persons age 15 or over 
are considered, the percentage of the ‘'other^' 
group covered by hospital insurance drops to 
59,6 percent, 

Even after persons under 15 years of age 
were excluded from the population, there was a 
large difference in the age distribution of the 
usually working and other groups. This suggests 
the possibility that differences in hospital in- 
surance coverage were due to differences in the 
age distributions. Again, age- adjusted rates give 
an indication of whether this is so. As shown in 
table F, the age-adjustment for persons age 15 
years or over reduced the difference in rates of 
coverage between the usually employed and other 


7 


Table F. Percent of persons with hospital insurance by sex and major activity: Unadjusted 
and adjusted for age: United States, July-December 1959 


Sex and major activity 

Unadjusted 

Adjusted 
for age 

All ages 

Age IS'k 

Age 15+ 

Both sexes 




Usually working 

74.8 

74.8 

72.3 

Other-- 

62.9 

59.6 

62.1 

Male 




Usually working 

74.0 

74.0 

71.1 

Other 

62.0 

52.1 

43.3 

Female 




Usually working 

76.8 

76.8 

74.9 

Other 

63.5 

62.0 

63,3 


groups, but the difference was still 10 percentage 
points. 

Although the rate of coverage for hospital in- 
surance was higher for females than for males 
within each of the major activity groups shown 
here, in the total population the rate of coverage 
was higher for males. The reason for this re- 
versal in rates is that proportionally fewer fe- 
males than males are in the usually working 
population with its high rate of coverage. 

Family Status 

Tlie data processing channels of the U. S. 
National Health Survey were not designed to col- 
lect information about family units. Household 
members are classified, however, according to 
their relationship to the head of the household or 
family. Out of the variety of relationships and 
interrelationships which exist in households , three 
have been selected as having a bearing on health 
insurance coverage. The three are; heads of the 
families, other family members, and individuals. 
Tlie head of the family is the person named as 
head by the respondent in answer to the inter- 
viewer's question, with the exception that no 
married woman with a husband living in the same 
household can be the head of the family unless the 
husband is a member of the Armed Forces. Other 
family members are all persons living in the 
same household who are related to the head of 
the family by blood, marriage, or adoption. In- 
dividuals are persons who either live alone or 
with persons to whom they are not related. 


Heads of families had a higher rate of cover- 
age (69.9 percent) for hosoitalization than other 
family members (66.9 percent). Family mem- 
bers in general were more likely to be covered 
than Individuals (58.4 percent). 

It seemed possible that differences in the age 
distribution accounted for part of the differences 
in the rates. Almost all of the children are clas- 
sified as other family members since children 
cannot be heads of families and are only rarely 
living alone or with people not related to them. 
Even after children under the age of 15 are ex- 
cluded to make the groups more comparable, in- 
dividuals tend to be older than family members. 
Therefore, age-adjusted rates were computed for 
the population 15 years of age and over. These 
rates are shown in table G. 

Tlae rates of coverage by family status were 
reversed for males and females. Males aged 15 
or over who were not family heads were much 
less likely to be covered for hospital insurance 
than males who were family heads, Females 
aged 15 or over who were not family heads were 
much more likely to be covered for hospital in- 
surance than females who were family heads. It 
is true that some of the female family heads 
were women who were married to members of 
the Armed Forces and thus covered by Medicare, 
which is not considered as health Insurance in 
this report. However, the proportion of the 4.9 
million female heads of families who were cover- 
ed by Medicare was not large enough to substan- 
tially affect the rates. 






Table G. Percent of persons with hospital insurance by sex and family status: Unadjusted 
and adjusted for age: United States, July -December 1959 


Sex and family status 

Unadj 

usted 

Adjusted 
for age 

All ages 

Age 154* 

Age 15*t- 

Both sexes 




Heads of families--- 

69.9 

69.9 

68.0 

Other family members 

66.9 

67.3 

67.0 

Individuals 

58.4 

58.2 

63.5 

Male 




Heads of families 

73.1 

73.1 

72.0 

Other family members 

64.1 

56.8 

51.3 

Individuals 

57.3 

57.2 

60 .6 

Female 




Heads of families 

44.8 

44.8 

41.4 

Other family members 

68.3 

69.6 

68.4 

Individuals 

59.1 

59.0 

64.8 


Chronic Activity Limitation 

Although two thirds of the U* S. population 
was covered by hospital Insurance, only half of 
those limited in their major activity and one third 
of those unable to carry on their major activity 
had such coverage. Persons with one or more 
chronic conditions but with no activity limitation 
had a higher rate of coverage for both hospital 
and surgical insurance than persons with no 
chronic conditions. This could be due to a dif- 
ference in age distribution, a tendency to acquire 


health insurance after a condition was discovered 
but before it caused activity limitation, or the 
discovery of a chronic condition through more 
frequent use of medical services after health 
insurance was acquired. It is impossible to make 
any assumptions about the latter two reasons on 
the basis of these data. It is possible, however, 
to say that differences in age distribution alone 
do not account for the difference in rates, 
After these data were adjusted for age, cover- 
age was still highest for those with one or more 
chronic conditions but no activity limitation and 


Table H. Percent of persons with hospital insurance by limitation of activity: Unadjusted 
and adjusted for age: United States, July-December 1959 


Limitation of activity 

Unadjusted 

Adjusted 
for age 

All persons 

67.1 

• . • 

Persons with no chronic conditions- 

67.9 

68.0 

Persons with 14- chronic conditions 

No limitation of activity--^ 

71.5 

70.7 

Limited in outside activity------ 

64.4 

67 . 9 

Limited in major activity 

49.8 

58.1 

Unable to carry on major activity 

34.4 

41.1 


9 





lowest among those who were unable to carry on 
their major activity (table H). The adjusted rate 
of coverage vvas higher than the unadjusted rate 
for the latter group, but it was still significantly 
lower than for persons who were not limited in 
their major activity. 

Hospital Utilization 

Data on the percentage of persons with and 
without hospital insurance who were in a short- 
stay hospital at least once during the 12 months 
prior to interview are presented in table I, Some 
10.2 percent of the persons who had hospital in- 
surance at the time of interview had been hospi- 
talized during the previous 12 months; 7,7 per- 
cent of the persons who did not have hospital in- 
surance at the time of interview had been hospi- 
talized during the same time period, However, it 
was not ascertained whether the coverage was 
acquired before or after hospitalization for those 
persons who had been hospitalized. 

Hospital utilization by insured and uninsured 
persons vai*ied appreciably with age. The relative 
difference between persons with and without hos- 
pital Insurance with respect to the proportion 
hospitalized was much less in the age groups 
15-34 than at other ages. The rates were partic- 
ularly dissimilar for persons aged 65 or over 


Table I. Percent of persons with one or 
more short-stay hospital episodes during 
past 12 months according to hospital in- 
surance coverage by age; United States, 
July-December 1959 



Persons 

Persons 

Age 

with no 

with 

hospital 

hospital 


insurance 

insurance 

All ages- 

7.7 

10.2 

0-14 

3.9 

5,9 

15-24 

11.9 

13.9 

25-34 

14.4 

14,4 

35-44 

8,0 

11.2 

45-54 

6,9 

9,8 

55-64 

6.8 

9.8 

65+ 

8.2 

13.7 


where 8.2 percent of those without hospital in- 
surance and 13,7 percent of those with hospital 
Insurance had been hospitalized within the year. 



PART II 


TYPE OF INSURING ORGANIZATION 


There are many organizations offering health 
insurance in the United States today. These or- 
ganizations can be roughly divided into three 
types. Among the best known are the Blue Cross- 
Blue Shield Plans, which are often called service 
plans because the hospital or physician is paid 
by the insurer rather than by the insured person 
for the services provided. The second type is 
the private insurance company which sells health 
insurance in much the same manner as life in- 
surance is sold. There are approximately 700 
such companies in the United States today and 
there is great variability in the kind and com- 
pleteness of coverage which they sell. The third 
type of Insuring organization is the Independent 
prepaid comprehensive plan. Tliere are differ- 
ences among these plans but in general their 
aim is to provide complete medical care, includ- 
ing all three kinds of coverage discussed in this 
report. 

In coding the U, S. National Health Survey 
data, the responses were divided into Blue Plans 
and other . The Blue Cross Guide published by 
the Blue Cross Commission was used to deter- 
mine which responses were to be classified as 


FIGURE I. PERCENT OF PERSONS WITH HEALTH INSURANCE 


BY TYPE OF INSURING ORGANIZATION 



Hospilol SurQicaf Doctor Visits 


Blue Plans. The other category was not sulxlivld- 
ed because of difficulties in making accurate 
classifications. 

It is possible that in a few cases respondents 
gave the name of a union, employee association, 
or other group through which they paid their pre- 
miums rather than the name of the insuring or- 
ganization. In such cases the responses were 
classified as other than Blue Plans and result in 
an underestimate of the proportion covered by 
Blue Plans. 

Figure 1 shows the percentage of the popu- 
lation covered by Blue Plans and by other types 
of insuring organizations. Some 31 percent were 
covered for hospital expense by Blue Plans and 
40 percent by other types of Insurance, Each es- 
timate includes 5 percent who were covered by 
both. For surgical expenses, 28 percent had Blue 
Shield and 38 percenthadother types of insurance. 
Approximately 6 percent of the population was 
covered by Blue Shield for doctor visits at home 
or at the office and 17 percent by other types of 
insurance. 

Distribution by 

Selected Population Groups 

Of those persons who were covered by hos- 
pital insurance, less than half (46,4 percent) 
were covered by Blue Plans. Some of these, 7.4 
percent of those with Insurance, were covered by 
other types of insuring organizations as well as 
by a Blue Plan, Other insuring organizations 
covered 59,8 percent of the population including 
the 7.4 percent with duplicate coverage (table J). 

The proportion covered by each type of in- 
suring organization did not change greatly with 
age, sex, or major activity. Tliere were, however, 
large differences in the proportions among the 
geographic regions. Although only 44,6 percent 
of those covered by hospital Insurance in the 
Northeast had coverage under non- Blue Plans, 
77.9 percent in the West had coverage under such 
plans. There was also a change In tlie percentage 
with coverage under both types of insuring or- 
ganization. In the Northeast 10.0 percent of these 
with hospital insurance had duplicate coverage 
while in the West only 4.3 percent of the insured 
population was covered by both a Blue Plan and 
another type of Insurer, 

As shown in table K, the pattern of coverage 
for those persons with surgical insurance was 
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Table J. 
insuring 


Percent distribution of persons with hospital insurance according to type of 
organization and demographic characteristics: United States, July-December 


1959 


Characteristic 

All persons 
with 
hospital 
insurance 

Type 

of insuring 

organization 

Blue Plan 
only 

Blue Plan 
and other 

Other 

Unknown 
type (*) 

Total 

100.0 

39.0 

7.4 

52.4 

1.2 

Sex 







100.0 

38.2 

7.6 

53.0 

1.2 

Female--- 

100.0 

39.7 

7.2 

51.8 

1.3 

Age 






0-14 

100.0 

39.5 

6.0 

53.2 

1.3 

15-24 

100.0 

36.7 

7.0 

54.4 

1.9 

25-34 

100.0 

37.6 

6.8 

54.5 

1.1 

35-44 

100.0 

39.3 

8.3 

51.5 

0.9 

45-54 

100.0 

38.1 

9.0 

51.8 

1.0 

55-64 

100.0 

40.6 

9.9 

48.5 

1.0 

65+ 

100.0 

42.7 

7.4 

48.6 

1.3 

Region 






Northeast 

100.0 

54.5 

10.0 

34.6 

1.0 

North Central 

100.0 

41.7 

7.5 

49.8 

1.1 

South 

100.0 

27.4 

6.0 

65.0 

1.7 

West 

100.0 

20.7 

4.3 

73.6 

l.i 

Residence 






Urban. 

100.0 

42.4 

8.5 

47.7 

1.3 

Rural nonfarm — 

100,0 

33.6 

5.8 

59.9 

0.7 

Rural farm 

100.0 

31.0 

4.2 

63.0 

1.9 

Family income 






0-$l,999 

100.0 

31.9 

6.3 

59.0 

2.8 

$2,000-3,999 

100.0 

36.5 

5.4 

56.9 

1.2 

$4,000-6,999 

100.0 

40.0 

7.0 

51.9 

1.1 

$7,000+ 

100.0 

40.0 

10.0 

49.0 

0.9 

Unknown — 

100.0 

42.9 

5.4 

50.1 

1.6 

Major activity 






Usually working- 17+ 

100.0 

37.9 

9.1 

51.8 

1.1 

Other 

100.0 

39.7 

6 . 3 

52.7 

1.3 


similar to that for persons with hospital insur- 
ance. There was a slight shift toward a larger 
proportion being covered by non- Blue Plans, and 
a smaller proportion had duplicate coverage, but 
the pattern according to age, sex, geographic, 


and income variables was similar to that for 
hospital insurance, 

Tlie distribution of persons with insurance 
for doctor visits according to type of insuring or- 
ganization is unlike that for the other two kinds 
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Table K. 
insuring 
1959 


Percent distribution of persons with surgical insurance according to type of 
organization and demographic characteristics; United States, July-December 


Characteristic 

All persons 
with 
surgical 
insurance 

Type 

of insuring 

organization 

Blue Plan 
only 

Blue Plan 
and other 

Other 

Unknown 
type (*) 

Total 

100.0 

37.6 

6.9 

54.1 

1.3 

Sex 






Male 

100.0 

37.0 

7.1 

54.7 

1.3 

Female 

100,0 

38.3 

6.8 

53.5 

1.4 

Age 






0-14 

100.0 

38.1 

5.5 

55.0 

1.4 

15-24 - 

100.0 

35.5 

7.1 

55.5 

1.9 

25-34 

100.0 

37.1 

6.1 

55.5 

1.3 

35-44 — 

100.0 

37.7 

7.4 

53.9 

1.0 

45-54 

100.0 

36.9 

8.5 

53.4 

1.2 

55-64 

100.0 

39.7 

9.4 

49.7 

1.2 

65+— 

100.0 

39.7 

8.2 

50.6 

1.5 

Region 






Northeast 

100.0 

52.6 

9.0 

37.5 

1.0 

North Central 

100.0 

40.4 

7,0 

51.5 

1.1 

South 

100.0 

26.6 

6.0 

65,4 

2,0 

V/est 

100.0 

20.5 

4.4 

73.6 

1.5 

Residence 






Urban 

100.0 

40.7 

7.8 

50,1 

1.4 

Rural nonfarm 

100.0 

33.1 

5,7 

60.2 

0,9 

Rural farm 

LOO.O 

29.8 

4.2 

63.8 

2.2 

Family income 






0-$l,999 

100.0 

31.6 

6.8 

58.8 

2,8 

$2,000-3,999 

100.0 

35.2 

5.7 

57.8 

1.3 

$4,000-6,999 

100.0 

38.8 

6.1 

53.9 

1.2 

$7,000+- 

100.0 

38.1 

9.3 

51.5 

1.1 

Unknown- - 

100.0 

40.6 

5.1 

52.5 

1.8 

Major activity 






Usually working- 17+ 

100.0 

37.2 

8.6 

53.0 

1.2 

Other 

100.0 

38.0 

5.9 

54.8 

1.4 


of insurance and is more difficult to evaluate. 
Since only 19.3 percent of the population was re- 
ported to have such insurance, the sampling er- 
ror on these estimates is relatively large. Also, 
the proportion of persons with doctor visit insur- 


ance who did not know the type of insuring organ- 
ization was relatively large. Tlie proportion who 
did not know was especially high among old per- 
sons, those in the South, those in rural-farm 
areas, and those in the lowest Income group. 
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Table L. Percent distribution of persons with doctor visit insurance according to type 
of insuring organization, and demographic characteristics : United States, July-December 


1959 


Characteristic 

All persons 
with doctor 
visit 
insurance 

Type 

of insuring organization 

Blue Plan 
only 

Blue Plan 
and other 

Other 

Unknown 
type (*) 

Total 

100.0 

19.8 

2,5 

73.9 

3.8 

Sex 






Male 

100.0 

19.1 

2.5 

74.8 

3.6 

Female 

100.0 

20,6 

2.6 

72.9 

4.0 

Age 






0-14 

100.0 

20,8 

2.1 

73.7 

3.4 

15-24 

100.0 

20.1 

3.4 

72,6 

3.9 

25-34 

100 .0 

20,8 

2.2 

73.3 

3.7 

35-44 

100.0 

20.6 

. 2.5 

73.7 

3.2 

A 5-54 

100.0 

18.2 

2.9 

74.6 

4.3 

55 - 64 - 

100.0 

15.5 

2.8 

78,0 

3.7 

65 + 

100.0 

18,8 

2.8 

71.8 

6.7 

Region 






Northeast 


30,6 

3.4 

62.1 

3.9 

North Central 

100.0 

2ia 

3.0 

72.6 

3.2 

South------ 


13.0 

1.7 

80,2 

5.2 

West 


13.6 

1.8 

81,6 

3,0 

Residence 






Urban-- 


20.8 

2.6 


3.9 

Rural nonfarm — 


17.7 



2.7 

Rural farm 


19.6 



6.8 

Family income 






0 -$ l ,999 

100.0 

14.4 

4.0 


5.7 

$ 2 , 000 - 3,999 


19.0 

1.9 


3.6 

$ 4 , 000 - 6,999 


21.1 

2,3 


4.5 

$ 7 , 000 + 


19.5 

2,6 


2.7 

Unknown- 


21.2 

2.8 


2.5 

Major activity 






Usually working-17+ 


19.7 

2,8 


3.8 

Other 


19.9 

2.3 


3,7 


However, even allowing for the effects of these 
two factors, it is obvious, as shown in table L, 
that approximately three fourths of those with 
insurance for doctor visits were covered by non- 
Plans. The only significant variation was 


with region, and this is consistent with the vari- 
ation in the other two kinds of insurance and also 
with what would be expected from the population 
coverage data presented in Part I of this report. 
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Table 1. Percent of persons with hospital insurance according to residence by sex and aget 

United States, July-December 1959 

^Data are based on household Interviews of the civilian noni nst I tut I onal population. The surveji' design, general c]Lial“ 
Ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given In Appendix IL 
A description of the special methods for data on health Insurance is given In Appendix IV^ 
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Table 2* 


Percent of persons with surgical insurance according to residence by sex and age: 
United States, July-December 1959 


Data are based on household Interviews of the civilian non I nst 1 tut (onal population* The survey design^ general qual- 
* iflcatlons, and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix I. Definitions of terms arc given in Appendix II, 
A description of the special methods for data on health insurance Is given in Appendix iv] 



■H 


Residence 


Sex and age 


Urban 


Rural 




Total 

Nonfarm 

Farm 

Both sexes 

All ages 

62.0 

65.7 

56.4 

64.1 

40.3 

0-14 - 

62.4 

66.2 



39.1 

15-24 

58.8 

63.4 



39.2 

25-34 - 

69.3 

72.1 

65.3 

71.4 

45.7 

35-44 

69.7 

72.7 

65.2 

71.8 

49.5 

45-54 j 

67.9 

72.2 

60.2 

67.7 

45.5 

55-64 

60.2 

65.6 

49.8 

57.9 

37.6 

65-74 

44.2 

48.1 

37.2 

42,1 

29.4 


23.6 

26.9 

17.5 

19,8 

13,0 

Male 

All ages 

63.1 

67.2 

57.2 

65.2 

41.1 

0-14 

62.8 


58.6 

66.4 

41.1 

15-24 

58.4 


50.6 

57,2 

40.8 

25-34 

69.8 

71.9 

66.6 

73.9 

45.3 

35-44 - 

71.6 

74.8 

67.0 

73.9 

50.6 

45-54 — - — 

69.1 

74,1 

60.5 

69.6 

44.5 

55-64 

61.4 

67.9 

50.0 

59.0 

36.9 

65-74 

47.2 

53.0 

38.1 

43.7 

30.1 

75+ 

26.6 

31.3 

19.6 

22,3 

14,7 

Female 

All ages------------------------ 

61.0 

64.3 

55,6 

63.0 

39.3 

0-14 

62,0 


57.0 

65.9 

36.9 

15-24 

59.1 

63.6 

51.5 

59.3 

37,6 

25-34 

68.8 

72o2 

64.1 

69.3 

46.0 

35-44 

67,9 


1 63.3 

69.7 

48.4 

45-54 

66.9 


59.8 

65.9 

46.7 

55-64 

59.1 

63,6 

49.6 

56.8 

38.3 

65-74 - 

41,7 

44.3 

36.4 

40.5 

28.4 

75+ 

21.2 

23.9 

15.5 

17.7 

10.8 
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Table 3* Percent of persons with doctor visit insurance according to residence by sex and age: 

United States, July-December 1959 

[oata are based on household interviews of the civilian non i nst i tut Iona I population. The surve)- design, gonoral qual- 
ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given In Appendix ||. 
A description of the special methods for data on health insurance is given in Appendix iv] 






Residence 



Sex and age 

U. S. 
total 

Urban 

Rural 






Total 

Non farm 

Farm 

All 


Both sexes 

19,3 

20.3 

17.8 

20,5 

12,3 



n-.i4 




20.0 

19.8 

17.1 



15-24 

18.7 
19,0 

22.8 

10.7 

25-34 

17.8 

20.4 

13.6 

35-44 

23.7 

21.7 

24.3 

13.2 

45-54 

22,6 

21,7 

18.4 

10,2 

23.6 

21.0 

23.6 

14.9 

55-64 

22.5 

20.2 

22,6 

15.6 


20.0 

15.3 

17,4 

12.1 




DO 

O 

r— ( 

9,1 

10.0 

7.6 

All 

ages--- 

Male 

20,6 

21,8 

18,8 





21,6 

13,1 

0-14 




19.9 




15-24 - 

18,6 

20.0 

17,0 

19.9 

10.7 



21.6 

17.5 

19.0 

15,3 

35-44 

24,6 

25,1 

23.9 

26,9 

15,3 



24,4 

25,4 

23,0 

26.3 

15.1 

55-64 

24,5 

25.0 

23^6 


17,6 


20.7 

23.3 

16,1 

17,9 

13.4 

All 

ages---- 

Female 

11,2 

18,2 

12,2 

9,8 

10,8 

8.3 



19,0 

16,9 

19.5 

11,4 

0-14 



18,8 





15-24 

20.0 

17,3 

20.2 

10.8 

25-34 

18,2 

18,2 

18.1 

21.5 

11,8 

35-44 

21.2 

22.3 

19.6 

22.0 

11.3 

45-54 

20.9 

22.1 

19,0 

20.8 

14.7 

55-64 

19.0 

20,2 

16,6 

18,2 

13.0 


16.2 

17.1 

14,5 

16.9 

10.7 


9.3 

9,8 

8,4 

9,3 

6,8 


20 






Table 4* Percent of persons with hospital insurance according to region by sex and age: 

United States, July~December 1959 

[Oata are baaed on household interviews of the civilian non i nst 1 tut i onai population. The survey design, general quai- 
Ificatlons, and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix I, Definitions of terms are given in Appendix M. 
A description of the special methods for data on health insurance Is given In Appendix IV "I 



All ages 


0-14- 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44- 

45-54- 

55-64- 

65-74- 

754---. 


All ages 


0-14- 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64- 

65-74- 

75+— 


All ages 


0-14- 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44- 

45-54- 

55-64- 

65-74- 

75+-- 



576197 0 - 60-4 





















Table 5. 


Percent of persons with surgical insurance according to region by sex and age: United 

States, July-December 1959 


[Data are based on household Interviews of the civilian non Inst i tut lonal population. The survey design, general qual- 
ificatlonSj and tables of sanpllng errors are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given In Appendix Jl» 
A description of the special methods for data on health Insurance Is given In Appendix ivj 


Sex and age 

■ 

Region 

North- 

east 

North 

Central 

South 

West 

Both sexes 






All ages 

62.0 

67,9 

68,5 

51.2 

59.9 

0-14 

62,4 

71,4 

70.2 

49.3 

59,4 

15-24 

58.8 

65.0 

66.6 

46.8 

58.3 

25-34 

69,3 

74.7 

75.3 


64.0 

35-A4 

69.7 

74.9 

74.5 

60.4 

67.0 

45-54 

67,9 

73.9 

71.2 

57.4 

71.0 

55-64 

60.2 

66.6 

66.8 

48.6 

56.6 

65-74 

44,2 

44.3 

52.9 

36.8 

40.4 


23.6 

18.9 

27.9 

22.8 

25,2 

Hale 






All ages — 

63.1 

69.4 

68,8 

52.2 

61.2 


62.8 

72.3 

69.9 

49.6 

60.2 

15-24 

58.4 

63.7 

64.9 

46.4 

60.3 

25-34 

69.8 

74.5 

75.1 

61.8 

66,6 

35-44 — 

71.6 

76.7 

76.2 

63,7 

66.9 

45-54 

69.1 

74,3 

71.8 

58.9 

72,8 


61,4 

69.0 

67.6 

48.1 

37.8 

65-74 

47.2 

51,2 

54.9 

37.3 

41.1 


26.6 

24.1 

28.3 

28.0 

25.3 

Female 







61.0 

66.4 

68.2 

50.3 

58,8 

1 S-'PA-- 

62.0 

70,5 

70.5 

49.0 

58,6 


59.1 

66.3 

68.3 

47.1 

56,6 

25-34 

35-44 

68.8 

75.0 

75.6 

60,2 

61.8 


67.9 

73.2 

72.9 

57.5 

67.2 

45-54 

55-64 

66.9 

73.5 

70.6 

55.9 

69.4 


59,1 

64.5 

65.9 

49,0 

55.2 

65-74 

41.7 

38.2 

51.0 

36.3 

39.8 


21,2 

15.5 

27.5 

18.8 

23.1 


22 















Table 6. Percent of persons with doctor visit Insurance according to region by sex and age 

United States, July-Dee ember 1959 


[Data are based on household Interviews of the civilian non I nst I tut I ona I population. The survev 
ificatlons and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix I. Definitions of terms are 
A description of the special methods for data on health Insurance is given In Appendix iv] 


design, general qual- 
given in Append lx | J . 



23 










Table 7. Percent of persons with hospital insurance according to family income by sex and age; 

United States, July-December 1959 

[oata are based on household Interviews of the civilian non i nst I tut I onal population. The survey design, gonaral qual*- 
Ificatlons, and tables of safripllng errors are given In Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given In Appendix ||, 
A description of the special methods for data on health Insurance is given in Appendix IVj 
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Percent of persons with surgical insurance according to family income by sex and age: 
United States > July-December 1959 


ased on household interviews of the civilian nonlnst i t ut i onal population. The survey design, general qyal- 
ns^ and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II. 
ption of the special methods for data on health Insurance Is given in Appendix iv] 


Sex and age 

1^11^ 

Family Income 

HI 


$4,000- 

6,999 

$7,000f 

Unknovm 

Both sexes 







ages- — 


27.4 

50.0 

74,2 

79,6 

52.0 


62.4 

20.2 

44.9 

75.5 

80.6 

52.0 


58.8 

35.2 

50.0 

68.3 

76.5 

49.7 


69.3 

33.0 

53.4 , 

78.4 

82.4 

53.9 


69.7 

27.9 

52.8 

77.9 

83.6 

55.5 


67.9 

29.4 

55.9 

76.9 

82.7 

61,3 


60.2 

32.2 

57,8 


78.3 

58.1 


44.2 

30.0 

50.5 

57.3 

59.3 

41.5 


23.6 


33.2 

25.7 

29.8 

20.6 

Male 







ages-- 

63.1 


49.9 

75.0 

80.1 

52,9 


62.8 


45.5 

75.9 

80.7 

52,7 


58.4 


49.7 

67.6 

73.8 

45.6 


69.8 

34.1 

55,3 

78.7 

82.0 

55,4 


71.6 

31.5 

52.8 

79.4 

84.5 

54.7 


69.1 

25.5 

52,9 

77.2 

84.2 

61.9 


61.4 

24.4 

56,1 

71.1 

80.4 

57.9 


' 47.2 

30.3 

50.3 

61.3 

67,5 

46.6 


26.6 

17.8 

38.6 

39.3 

25,2 

23,7 

Female 







ages 

61.0 

27.3 

50,1 

73.4 

79.2 

51.3 



19.8 

44.3 

75.1 

80.6 

51.1 



30.0 

50.3 

68.9 

78.8 

53.2 



32.2 

51.6 

78.2 

82.8 

52.2 



25.0 

52.8 

76.3 

82.9 

56,2 


66.9 

31.9 

58.4 

76.6 

81.1 

60.9 


59.1 

36.9 

59.2 

69.6 

75.9 

58.4 


41.7 

29.8 

50.9 

53.5 

51.4 

38.4 


21.2 

17.2 

28.4 

16.4 

33.4 

19*1 


25 


























Table 9. Percent ef persons with doctor visit Insurance according to family Income by sex and 

age; United States, July-Deceraber 1959 ^ 

[Data are based on household Interviews of the civilian non I nst 1 tut iona I population. The survev deslqe oeneral ouel 

i s rinti„rof ?h “o ,T' rn'T'" '• ■>°f'"'tions of ter.s a^ gtvl in'Ip iH ' 

A description of the special eiethods for data on health Insurance Is given In Appendix Iv] PPenoix ii, 
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^ 10* Percent of persons with hospital Insuranco according to major activity and according 
to family status by sex and age: United States, July-December 1959 


re based on household interviews of the civilian nonlnst I tut i ona I population. The survey design, general quai- 
nt Ions, and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix I, Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II. 
^criptlon of the special methods for data on health Insurance Is given in Appendix ivl 


Sex and age 


Major activity 

1 Family status 

Usually 
working 
(age 17+) 

Other 

Heads of 
families 

Other 

family 

members 

Individuals 

Both sexes 







All ages--------- — 

67*1 

74.8 


69.9 

66.9 

58,4 


66,5 

• * » 

66.5 


66,5 

<*) 


63,4 

63.9 

63.2 

59.7 

63.3 

69.3 


72,8 

75.5 

68.6 

73.7 

72,9 

63*7 


74.5 

78.2 

67.7 

74.8 

74.8 

67.9 


74.4 

78*5 

65.9 

75.5 

74.2 

68.9 


67.3 

75.1 

57.0 

70.5 

65.5 

62.0 


53.2 

66.8 

49.1 

56.1 

52,3 

49*0 


32.5 

47.0 

31.2 

36.2 

29,6 

32*0 

Male 







All ages- — --P.P, 

68.1 

74.0 

62*0 

73.1 

64.1 

57.3 


67*1 

* » « 

67.1 


67,1 

{*) 


63*7 

60.0 

66,1 

68.7 

60.9 

75.4 


73.3 

! 75.5 

38*5 

78.2 

50,1 

62.3 


75,9 

78.0 

30.7 

78.1 

54.6 

64.3 


75.2 

77.3 

40.5 

77*0 

55.5 

63.0 



68.4 

73,3 

41*2 

71.4 

42.6 

50,0 


54,6 

64.6 

48.6 

57.3 

42.2 

44.6 



34.2 

46.7 

31.6 

39,1 

26.2 

25.6 

Female 







Ml ages---------"-"-*---- 

66*3 

76,8 

63.5 

44,8 

68.3 

39,1 


65.9 

* * . 

65,9 

■■I 


(*) 


63.1 

68,9 

61,0 

18.3 


61*1 


72.3 

75,3 

71,1 

29.9 

76,1 

66.2 


73.2 

78,9 

70,0 

44.2 

76.3 

72.0 


73.7 

80*9 

68.4 

60.7 

75,2 

72,7 


66.4 

79,7 

60,2 

62.3 

66.7 

67*5 


52.1 

73.4 

49.4 

49.4 

53,1 

50,8 


31.3 

(*) 

31.0 

25.1 

30.3 

35*1 
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Table 11, Percent of persons with hospital Insurance according to family status and major 
activity by sex and aget United States, July-December 1959 


Data are cased on household interviews of the civilian non I nst 1 tut I onal population. The survey design^ general qual~ 
ificatioris, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given In Appendix II, 
A description of the special methods for data on health Insurance Is given In Appendix ivj 
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Table 12, Percent of persons with surgical insurance according to major activity and according 
to family status by sex and age: United States, July-December 1959 


[Data are based on household Interviews of the civilian non i nat I tut (onal population. The survey design, general qual- 
ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given In Appendix II. 
A description of the special methods for data on health Insurance Is given In Appendix )V] 


Sex and age 

U, S. 
total . 

Major activity 

j Family status 

Usually 
working 
(age 17+) 

mm 

Heads of 
families 

Other 

family 

members 

Indi- 

viduals 

Both sexes 







All ages 

62.0 

69,6 

57.9 


62.1 

51.1 

0-14 

62.4 


62.4 

HH 

62.4 

(*) 

15-24 - 

58.8 

59.6 

58.4 

54.9 

58.7 

65.0 

25-34 - 

69.3 

71.9 

65.3 


68,9 

60.4 

35-44 

69.7 

73.3 

63.2 

70,4 

69.8 

61.6 

45-54 

67.9 

72.2 

59.2 

69,3 

67.7 

61.2 

55-64 

^60. 2 


49.7 

63,2 

58.3 

55.3 

65-74 

44.2 

59.6 

39.6 

47.5 

43.4 

39.2 

75+ - - 

23.6 

41.8 

21.9 

27.4 

20.6 

22.9 

Male 







All ages 

63.1 

69,0 

57.1 

67.7 

59.5 

52.9 

0-14 - — 


• 4 ■ 

62.8 


62.8 

(*) 

15-24 

58,4 

55.2 

60,5 

63.3 

55.3 

72.6 

25-34 - 

69,8 


35.4 

75.1 

43.7 

59.1 

35-44 

71.6 

73.6 

27.1 

73.8 

50.4 

59,6 

45-54 

69.1 

71.3 

33,3 

70,7 

50.9 

59.6 

55-64 

61.4 

66,2 

35,8 

64.6 

33.1 

43.3 

65-74 

47.2 

58.6 


49.4 

38.7 

38,8 


26.6 

41.3 

23.6 

30.5 

16,0 

23.0 

Female 





1 


All ages 

61.0 

71.0 


38.2 

63.4 

49.8 

0-14--- — - - 



62.0 



(*) 

15-24 

59.1 

65.2 

56.8 

16!3 


54.0 

25-34 

68.8 

71.5 

67,6 

28.4 

72,4 

62.3 

35-44 — 

67,9 

72.3 

65.5 

38.7 

71.1 

63.8 

45-54 

66.9 

73,9 

61,7 

56,0 

68.6 

62.4 

55-64 

59.1 

73.1 

52,6 

52.1 

59.5 

60.9 

65-74 - 

41.7 

62.6 

39.1 

36 . 6 

43.8 

39.3 


21.2 

(*) 

20.8 

15.1 

21,6 

22.8 


576197 0 - 60 -5 


29 


















Table 13* Percent of persons with surgical insurance according to family status and major 
activity by sex and age: United States, July- Dec ember 1959 

Data are based on household interviews of the civilian non I nst I tut I onal population. The survey design, general qual- 
ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix H. 
A description of the special methods for data on health Insurance Is given In Appendix lvl 



Other 

family members 
Usually 

working Other 
(age 17+) 


Individuals 

Usually 

working Other 
(age 17+) 
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Tflble 14 » Percent of persons with doctor visit insurance according to major activity and accord- 
ing to family status by sex and age: United States, July-December 1959 

[oata ara based on household Interviews of the civilian non Inst 1 tut lonal population. The survey design, general qual- 
ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix |. Definitions of terms are given In Appendix |i. 

A description of the special methods for data on health Insurance jg given in Appendix lv] 


Sex and age 

U. S* 

total 

Major activity 

Family status 

■Usually 
working 
(age 17+) 

Other 

Heads of 
families 

Other 

family 

members 

Indi- 

viduals 

Both sexes 







All ages 

19,3 

23.5 

17.1 

21.7 

18,6 

17.1 

0-14 - 



18.7 


18.7 

(*) 

15-24 

■QQ 

20.2 

18.5 

20.5 

17.9 

29.3 

25-34 

22,8 

24.. 5 

20,3 

24.2 

21.7 

23.1 

35-44 

22,6 

25.0 

18.3 

23.9 

21.7 

17.9 

45-54 — 

21,7 

24,7 

15,5 

23.9 

19.2 

21.9 

55-64 

18.4 

21.9 

13.7 

21.0 

16,6 

14.4 


10,2 

18.8 

8.3 

12.2 

8.6 

9.3 

Male 







All ages 

20,6 

24.0 

17.0 

23.1 

17.8 

21.8 

0-14 

18.6 

• * • 

18.6 


18,6 

(*) 

15-24 

20.0 

19.7 

20,2 

2^8 

16,3 

40.2 

25-34 

24.6 

25.3 

14,6 

25.7 

17.6 

25.3 

35-44 

24.4 

25,3 

(*) 

25.3 

17.4 

18.4 

45-54 

24,5 

25.7 

(*) 

24.8 

15.2 

26.8 

55-64—- 

20.7 

22.5 

10.6 

21.8 

10.9 

13.7 


11.2 

16.9 

8.8 

12.9 

w 

7.8 

Female 







All ages 

18,2 

22.3 

17.1 

11.2 

19.0 

■13.8 

0-14 - 

18.8 

« • i 

18.8 


18.8 

(*) 

15-24 

18.2 

20.8 

17.2 

[1) 

19.0 

13.4 

25-34 

21.2 

22.3 

i 20.8 

9.7 

22.2 

19.2 

35-44 

20.9 

24.1 

! 19.1 

! 

12.0 

22,0 

17.0 

45-54 

19.0 

22.4 

' 16.5 

14.7 

19.5 

18.7 

55-64 - 

16.2 

20.2 

' 14.4 

14.3 

16.9 

14.7 

65+ 

9.3 

24.9 

8.0 

8.6 

9,1 

10.0 
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Table 15. Percent of persons with hospital Insurance according to chronic limitation of activity 

by sex and age: United States, July-December 1959 

[Data are based oa household Interviews of the civilian noninstitutlonal population. The survey design, general qual- 
fficatlons, and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix u Definitions of terms are given In Appendix ||. 

A description of the special methods for data on health Insurance Is given In Appendix iv] 



Persona 
with no 
chronic 
condi- 
tions 


Persons with one or more chronic conditions 


No limi- 
tation 
of 

activity 


Limited in Limited in 
outside major 

activity activity 


Unable to 
carry on 
major 
activity 
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Table 16 . Percent of persons with aurglcal insurance according to chronic limitation of activity 

by sex and aget United States, July-December 1959 


Data are based on household 1 ntarv I ews. of the civilian non Inst 1 1 ut I onal population. The survey design, general qual- 
ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix I* Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II. 
A description of the special methods for data on health Insurance Is given in Appendix iv] 


Sex and age 

u . s . 

total 

Persons 
with no 
chronic 
condi- 
tions 

Persona 

with one or 

more chronic 

conditions 

No limi- 
tation 
of 

activity 

Limited in 
outside 
activity ; 

Limited in 
raaj or 
activity 

Unable to , 
carry on 
major 
activity 

Both sexes 







All ages-- 

62.0 

63.0 

66.2 

59.4 

43.5 

27.6 

0-24 

61.4 

60.7 

64.5 

65.5 

57.1 

45.1 

25-44 - - - 

69.5 

69.4 

72.7 

69.4 

51.6 

26.7 

45-64 

64.6 

67.8 

68,1 

62.8 

47.2 

36.9 

45-54 

67.9 

69.1 

70.8 

66.5 

54.2 

36.1 

55-64 

60.2 

65.6 

64.3 

58.5 

41.6 

37.3 

654 * 

37.1 

43.0 

43.6 

36.2 

31.0 

22.0 

65-74 

44.2 

49,1 

49.1 

42.2 

37.9 

27.1 

75 + - 

23.6 

24.7 

29.7 

27.5 

19.5 

17.8 

Male 







All ages------------------ 

63.1 

63.7 

69.0 

65,6 

42.4 

30.1 

0-24 

61.6 

60.8 

65,4 

72.8 

55.3 

(*) 

25-44 

70.7 

70.5 

75.5 

71,2 

46.9 

28.7 

45-64 

65.8 

68.9 

70.2 

71.4 

45.3 

38.0 

45-54 

69.1 

70.2 

72,5 

74.2 

52.8 

36.1 

55-64 

61.4 

67.0 

66.7 

69.2 

39.4 

39-1 

65 + 

40.4 

48,1 

51,6 

33.2 

32.4 

25.7 

65-74 - 

47.2 

55.6 

57,1 

(*) 

36.6 

29.9 

75 + 

26.6 

25.9 

37,3 

(*) 

22.6 

21.5 

Female 







All ages------------ 

61.0 

62,3 

63.8 

55.5 

44.4 

22.5 

0-24 

61.1 

60,6 

63,6 

57.6 

58.7 

(*) 

25-44 

68,3 

68.2 

70,4 

68.5 

56.1 

(*) 

45-64 

1 63.5 

66.6 

66.1 

56.9 

48.9 

33.7 

45-54 

i 66.9 

68.0 

69,2 

62.5 

55.6 

(*) 

55-64 

1 59.1 

64.2 

62,3 

50.2 

43.7 

(*) 

65 + 

I 34.3 

38.4 

38.5 

37.4 

29.8 

14.6 

65-74 

41.7 

43.2 

44.0 

43.5 

39.2 

18.4 

75 + 

21.2 

23.6 

25.3 

28.7 

17.8 

12.7 


33 



Table 17, Percent of persons with doctor visit insurance according to chronic limitation of 
activity by sex and age; United States, July-December 1959 

^Oata are based on household interviews of the c i v i H an non i nst ( tut ional population. The survey design, goneral qual- 
ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix |« Definitions of terms are given In Appendix (i, 

A description of the special methods for data on health Insurance is given in Appendix IV j 






Persons 

with one or 

more chronic conditions 


Sex and age 



No limi- 
tation 
of 

activity 

Limited in 
outside 
activity 

Limited in 
major 
activity 

Unable to 
carry on 
maj or 
activity 


Both sexes 







All 

ages 

19,3 

19.7 

21.0 

19.3 

12,3 

6,3 

0-24----- 


. 1 o o 

18.4 

20,4 

26.8 

17.6 

(*) 



lo «o 

25-44---- 




23.7 

21.5 

16.1 

(*) 



, 7 

22 • 9 

45-AA 



21.8 

22,6 

20.5 

12.1 

21.4 

23.0 

19.1 

12.7 

20.2 

22.2 

12.7 


45-54-““------- 

Zi) • 4 

9.9 

55-64---------- 

4 I « / 

12.1 

(*) 

A'U _ 


18,1 

13.1 

(*) 



lU . l 

9 , 6 

8.3 

4.5 


Hale 







All 

ages-- 


20.4 

23,8 

24.4 

12.0 

7.1 

0-24 



18,3 

21.5 

34.5 






13.6 

(*) 

25-44 



24.3 

26.6 

21.6 






16.0 

(*) 

45-AA 



24,3 

25.5 

22.5 

13.6 

25.3 

25.7 



45-54 

22 , 9 
24.5 
20.7 

12,2 

9.3 

55-64 

26,8 

25.2 

12.2 

(*) 



23.1 

26.3 

12.2 

(*) 



IX • 2 

14.9 

13,1 

8,7 

6.0 


Female 







All 

ages— ---------------- 


18.9 

18.7 

16.1 

12,5 

4.6 

n-94 



18,4 

19.2 





■HBI 

m 

18,8 

21.6 

(*) 

45-64 

21.4 

21.4 

21,3 

16,1 

(*) 

45-54 

19.3 


16.6 

13.1 

11.4 

55-64 - 

19.8 


20,4 

12.1 

(*) 

(*) 

65+ 

18 *6 


11.9 

13,8 


y, j 

10.8 


8,1 

8.0 

1.5 


34 

















Table 18. Percent distribution of persons according to whether they had hospital insurance and 
according to whether they were hospitalized in a short-stay hospital during the previous 12 
months by sex and age: United States, July-December 1959 


[oata are based on household interviews of the civilian non i nst i tut i ona I population* The survey design, general qual- 
ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given In Appendix N. 
A description of the special methods for data on health Insurance is given In Appendix iv] 


Sex and age 


All persons 

Persons with no hospital 
insurance 

Persons with hospital 
insurance 

Total 

Hospital episodes 


Hospital episodes 

Total 

Hospital episodes 

None 

One or 

more 

Total 


One or 
more 

None 

One or 
more 

Both sexes 










All ages-- 

100.0 

90.6 

9.4 

100,0 

92,3 

7.7 

100.0 

89.8 

10.2 

0-14 

100.0 

94.8 

5,2 

100.0 

96.1 

3,9 


94.1 

5,9 

L5-24 

100.0 

86,8 

13.2 

100.0 

88.1 

llo9 

w 

86.1 

13.9 

25-34 

100.0 

85.6 

14.4 

100.0 

85.6 

14.4 

100.0 

85.6 

14.4 

35-44 

100.0 

89.6 

10.4 

100,0 

92.0 

8.0 

100,0 

88.8 

11.2 

45-54 

100.0 

90.9 

9.1 

100.0 

93.2 

6.9 

100.0 

90.2 

9.8 

35-64 

100.0 

91.2 

8.8 

100.0 

93.2 

6.8 

100.0 

90.2 

9.8 

65-74 

100,0 

89.1 

10.9 

100,0 

91.3 

8,7 

100.0 

87.1 

12.9 

75+ 

100.0 

89,6 

10.4 

100.0 

92.4 

7.6 

100,0 

83.7 

16.3 

Male 










All ages-- 

100,0 

92,8 

7.2 

100.0 

94.1 

5.9 


92.2 

7.8 

0-14 

100.0 

94.2 

5,8 

100.0 

95.3 

4.7 


93.7 

6.3 

15-24 

100.0 

94,4 

5.6 

100.0 

96,3 

3,7 


93,2 

6.8 

25-34 

100.0 

93.8 

6.2 

100.0 

93.6 

6.4 

100.0 

93.9 

6.1 

35-44 

100,0 

92.4 

7.6 

100.0 

94.3 

5.7 

100.0 

91.8 

8.2 

45-54 

100.0 

91.3 

8.7 

100.0 

93.2 

6.8 

100.0 

90.7 

9.3 

55-64 

100,0 

90,9 

9,1 

100.0 

92.3 

7.6 

100,0 

90.2 

9.S 

65-74 

100,0 

88.3 

11.7 

100.0 

90.3 

9.7 

100.0 

86.7 

13.3 

75+ 

100.0 

88,7 

11.3 

100.0 


9,1 

100,0 

84.5 

15.5 

Female 










All ages-- 

100.0 

38.6 

11.4 

100.0 

90.7 

9.3 

100.0 

87.5 

12.5 

0-14 

100.0 

■Bl 

mm 

100,0 

96.9 

3.1 

100.0 

94,5 

5.5 

15-24 

100.0 



100,0 

80.9 

19,1 

100.0 

79.6 

20.4 

25-34 

100,0 

78.1 

21.9 

100. 0 

78.5 

21.5 

100.0 

77.9 

22.1 

35-44 

100.0 

87.1 

12.9 

100.0 

90.2 

9.8 

100.0 

86.0 

14.0 

45-54 — - 

100,0 


9.4 

100.0 

93.1 

6.9 

100.0 

89.7 

10.3 

55-64 

100.0 

91.4 

8.6 

100.0 

94.0 

6,0 

100.0 

90.1 

9.9 

65-74 

100.0 

89,8 

10.2 

100.0 

92,2 

7.8 

100.0 

87.5 

12.5 

75+ 

100,0 

90.2 

9.8 

100.0 

93.5 

6.5 

100.0 

83.0 

17.0 


35 

















Table 19. Percent distribution of persons according to whether they had hospital insurance and 
type of insuring organization by sex and age: United States, July-December 1959 


[Data are based on household Interviews of the civilian non I nst I tut I ona J population. The survey desigri, general qua! 
ificotlons, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix I. Definiticjns of terms are given in Appendix M 
A description of the special methods for data on health insurance is given in Appendix ivl 


Sex and age 


Both sexes 


U. S. 

total 


Persons with hospital insurance 


Persons 
with no 
hospital 
insurance 


Total 


Type of insuring 


Blue Plan Blue Plan 
only and other 


organization 


Other 


Unknown 
type (*) 


All ages 


0 - 14 - 

15 - 24 ' 

25 - 34 ' 


100,0 


32,9 


67.1 


26,2 


5.0 


35,2 


0.8 


100,0 

100,0 

100,0 


33.5 

36.6 
27.2 


66,5 

63,4 

72.8 


26.3 

23.3 

27.4 


4.0 

4,5 

4.9 


35.4 

34.5 

39.6 


0.8 

1.2 

0.8 


35 - 44 — 

45 - 54 -- 

55 - 64 —' 

65 -f 

65 - 74 - 

75 +— 


Male 


100.0 

100.0 

100.0 


25.5 

25.6 

32.7 


74.5 

74,4 

67.3 


29 o 3 

28.3 

27.4 


6.2 

6.7 

6.7 


38.4 

38.6 

32.7 


0,7 

0.8 

0,6 


100.0 

100.0 

100.0 


53.9 

46.8 

67.5 


46.1 

53.2 
32,5 


19,7 

23.5 

12.5 


3.4 

4.1 

2.0 


22.4 
25.0 

17.4 


0.6 

0,6 

0.7 


All ages 


0 - 14 -- 

15 - 24 - 

25 - 34 — 

35 - 44 - 

45 - 54 -- 

55 - 64 - 

65 + 

65 - 74 ' 

75 +--' 


Female 


100,0 


31,9 


68,1 


26,0 


5.2 


36.0 


0.8 


100.0 

100.0 

100.0 


32,9 

36.3 

26.7 


67.1 

63.7 

73.3 


26,8 

22.5 

27.1 


4.2 
4,8 

5.3 


35.3 
35.1 

40.3 


0.9 

1,2 

0.7 


100,0 

100.0 

100,0 


24,1 

24,8 

31,6 


75,9 

75,2 

68,4 


28.8 

27,3 

26.6 


6.1 40,2 

7.1 40.2 

6,9 34.1 


0.7 

0,5 

0.7 


100,0 

100.0 

100,0 


52.1 

45.4 

65.8 


47.9 

54.6 

34.2 


19.9 

22.9 

13.9 


3.8 
4.3 

2.9 


23.7 

26.7 
17,3 


0.5 

0,7 

0.1 


All ages 

0-14 

15-24 

25-34 


100.0 


33.7 


66.3 


100,0 

100.0 

100.0 


34,1 

36.9 

27.7 


65.9 

63.1 

72.3 


26.3 


4.8 


34,3 


0.8 


25.8 

23.9 
27.7 


3.8 

4.1 

4.6 


35.5 

33.9 

39.1 


0.8 

1.2 

1.0 


35 - 44 - 

45 - 54 - 

55 - 64 * 


100.0 

100.0 

100.0 


26.8 

26.3 

33.6 


73.2 

73.7 

66,4 


29.7 

29.3 

28.1 









0.7 

1.0 

0.5 


65 + 

65 - 74 ' 

75 +—' 


100.0 

100.0 

100.0 


55.4 

47.9 

68,7 


44,6 

52.1 

31,3 


19,5 

24.0 

11.4 


3.1 

4.1 
1,3 


21.3 
23,5 

17.4 


0,7 

0,5 

1.2 


36 




















Table 20. Percent distribution of persons according to whether they had hospital insurance and 
type of insuring organization by residence and age; United States, July -December 1959 


[Data are based on household Interviews of the civilian non? nst i tut ) onal population. The survey design, general qual« 
Iflcatlons, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix M* 
A description of the special methods for data on health insurance is given in Appendix ivj 


Residence and age 

RS9B 

Persons 
with no 
hospital 
insurance 


Persons with hospital 

Insurance 

Total 

Type of insuring 

organization 

Blue Plan 
only 

Blue Plan 
and other 

Other 

UnUnovm 
type (*) 

U, S. total 








All age8--“----““-- 

100.0 

32.9 

67.1 

26,2 

5.0 

35.2 

0.8 

0-24 

100.0 

34.4 


25.4 

4.1 

35,1 

0.9 

25-44 

100.0 

26.3 


28.4 

5.6 

39.0 

i 0,8 

45-64 

100.0 

28.6 

71.4 

27.9 

6.7 

36.0 

0.7 

65f 

100.0 

53.9 

46.1 

19.7 

3.4 

22.4 

0.6 

Urban 








All ages- — 

100.0 

28.5 

71.5 

30,3 

6.1 

34.1 

1.0 

0-24 

100.0 

30.0 

70.0 

29.5 

5.2 

34.2 

1.2 

25-44 

100.0 

; 22.9 

77.1 

32.4 

6.6 

37.3 

0.9 

45-64 

100,0 

23.4 

76.6 

32,4 

8.2 

35.2 

0,8 

6^ 

100.0 

48.7 

51.3 

23,8 

4.1 

22.9 

0.6 

Rural nonfarm 








All ages 

100.0 

32.0 

68.0 

22.8 

4.0 

40,7 

0.5 

0-2A 

100.0 

32,4 

M 


3.4 

40.9 

0.5 

25-44 

100.0 

25.5 

■b 


4.7 

44.5 

0.5 

45-64 

100,0 

30.3 

69.7 

23,3 

4.9 

41.0 

0.5 

65+ 

100.0 

58.6 

41.4 

14.1 

2.5 

24.2 

0.5 

Rural farm 








All ages 

100.0 

55.0 

45.0 

13.9 

1,9 

28.3 

0.9 

0-24 

100.0 

56.3 

43.7 

14.3 

1.6 

26.9 

0.9 

25-44 - 

100.0 

47.7 

52.3 

16.0 

2.2 

33.2 

0.9 

45-64 

100.0 

52.2 

47.8 

13.2 

2,4 

31.4 

0.7 

65+ 

100.0 

71.7 

28.3 

8.8 

1.3 

17.1 

1.0 


37 























Table 21. Percent distribution of persons according to whether they had hospital insurance and 
type of insuring organization by region and age: United States, July-December 1959 


[Oata are based on household int erviews of the civilian non i nst I tut lonal population. The survey design, general qual- 
ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given In Appef>dix II. 
^ description of the special methods for data on health Insurance is given in Appendix IV] 




Persons 
with no 
hospital 
insurance 


Persons with hospital 

insurance 

Region and age 

All 

per- 

IB 

Type 

of insuring organization 


sons 



Other 

Unknown 
type (*) 

U. S. total 




■■■ 





1 r\r\ A 

32.9 


I^HI 


35.2 

0.8 


lUU *U 

5.0 

0-24 

25-44 


34,4 

26.3 


■ 

4.1 

5.6 

35.1 

39,0 

0.9 

0.8 

45-64 

65+ 


28.6 

53.9 

71.4 

46.1 

27.9 

19.7 

6.7 

3.4 

36.0 

22.4 

0.7 

0.6 

Northeast 








All ages- — 


24.8 

75.2 

41.0 

7.5 

26.0 

0.7 

0-24 

25-44 


24.4 

19.1 

75.6 

80.9 

40.5 

43.3 

6.5 

8.7 

27.7 

28.3 

0.9 

0o7 

45-64 

65+ 


20.9 

50.3 

79.1 

49,7 

43.7 

30,6 

9.6 

3.8 

25.2 

14.9 

0.7 

0.4 

North Central 








All ages — 


26.1 

73.9 

30.8 

5.5 

36.8 

0.8 



25-44 


26.3 

20.6 

73.7 

79.4 

31.3 

32.5 

4.8 

6.0 


0.9 

0.7 

65+ 


23.5 

47.2 

76.5 

52,8 

31.1 

22.2 

7.1 

4.1 

37.4 

25.8 

0.8 

0,6 

South 








All 

HI 

43.9 

56.1 

15.3 

3.4 

36.4 

0.9 

0-24 





1 

47.3 

35.4 

52.7 

64.6 

14.6 

18.3 

2.6 

3.7 

34.3 

41.7 

1.1 

0.8 



39.5 

61.1 

60.5 

38.9 

15.3 

10.6 

5.1 

2.2 

39.2 

25.1 

0.8 

0.9 

West 








All ages 

EfflQI 

38.4 

61.6 

12.8 

2.7 

45.4 

0,8 

0-24 - 

25-44 

45-64 

65+ - 

I 

39.6 

33.5 

32,2 

61.1 

60.4 

66.5 

67.8 

38.9 

12.2 

12.5 

15.9 

9.6 


45.1 
50.3 

48,0 

25.2 

0.9 

0.9 

0.5 

0.7 


38 






















Table 22 » Percent distribution of persons according to whether they had hospital insurance and 
type of insuring organization by family income and age: United States, July -December 1959 

[oata are based on household Interviews of the civilian non! nst t tut I onal population. The survey design, general qual- 
ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given In Appendix 11. 
A description of the special methods for data on health Insurance is given in Appendix ivl 


Family income and age 

All 1 
per- i 
sons 

Persons 
with no 
hospital 
insurance ' 


Persons with hospital 

insurance 

Total 

Type of insuring organization 

Blue Plan 
only 

Blue Plan 
and other 

Other 

Unknown 
type (*■) 

S. total 

1 







All ages 

100.0 

32,9 

67.1 

26.2 

5,0 

35.2 

0.8 

0-24 

100.0 ' 

34,4 

65.6 

25,4 

4.1 

35.1 


25-44 

100.0 

26.3 

73.7 

28.4 

5.6 

39.0 

0.8 

45-64 

100.0 

28.6 

71.4 

27.9 

6.7 

36.0 

0,7 

65+- 

100.0 

53.9 

46,1 

19.7 

3.4 

22.4 


0-$1.999 








All ages — 

100.0 

66.9 

33.1 

10.6 

2.1 

19,6 

0.9 

0-24— 

100.0 


30,1 

IB 

2.6 

17.7 

1.3 

25-44 

100.0 


34.5 


2.3 

21.4 

0.7 

45-64 

100.0 

62,2 

37.8 

11.4 

1.7 

23.9 

0.8 

6 ^ 

100.0 

66,7 

33.3 

13.5 

1.5 

17.6 

0.6 

$2,000-3,999 








All ages----------------- 

100.0 

44.0 

56.0 

20.4 

3.0 

31.8 

0.7 

0-24— 

100.0 

48.3 

51.7 

18.3 

2.1 

30.4 

0.9 

25-44 

100.0 

41,8 

58.2 

21.1 

3,0 

33.4 

0.6 

45-64 

100.0 


64.6 

24.4 

4,8 

34.7 

0,7 

65+ 

100.0 


53.2 

20.4 

3,7 

28.9 

0.2 

$4,000-6,999 








All ages- 

100.0 


78.9 

31.5 

5.5 

40.9 

0,9 

0-24 

100.0 

22.5 

77.5 

30.9 

4,5 

41.1 

1.0 

25-44 

100.0 

17.9 

82.1 

33.1 

5.6 

42.7 

0.7 

45-64 

100.0 

18.7 

81.3 

32.1 

7.9 

40,6 

0.7 

65f 

100.0 

40.4 

59.6 

25.0 

6.2 

27,7. 

0.6 

$7,000+ 








All ages — --- — 

100.0 

15.5 

84.5 

33.8 

8.4 

41.4 

0.8 

0-24 

100,0 

16.1 

83.9 

34.3 

7.0 

41,8 

0.8 

25-44 


13. L 

86.9 

32.5 

8.8 

44.8 

0.8 

45-64 

100.0 

12.7 

87.3 

35.7 

10.8 

40.0 

0.7 

65+ 


40.7 

59.4 

28.6 


22.5 

1,1 

Unknown 








All ages 

100.0 

41.9 

58,1 

25.0 


29.1 

0.9 

0-24 

100.0 

44.5 

55,5 

22.6 

2.5 

29.6 

0.7 

25-44 

100.0 

37.9 

62,2 

26.3 

3.8 

30.9 

1,3 

45-64 

100.0 

34.2 

65.7 

27.8 

4,2 

32.8 

0.9 

65+ - 

100.0 

56.3 

43.7 

23,5 

1.7 

17.5 

1.0 


39 















































Table 23, Percent distribution of persons according to whether they had hospital insurance and 
type of insuring organization by major activity and age: United States, July-December 1959 


[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian non i nat I tut i ona i popuiatlon. The survey design, generai quai- 
ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix I. Oefinltlons of terms are given in Appendix M. 
A description of the special methods for data on health insurance (s given in Appendix iv] 


Major activity and age 

All 

per- 

sons 

Persons i 
with no 
hospital 
insurance 


Persons with hospital 

insurance 

Total 

Type of insuring organization 

Blue Plan 
only 

Blue Plan 
and other 

Other 

Unknown 
type (*) 

U, S, total 








All ages 

100.0 

32,9 

67.1 

26.2 

5.0 

35.2 

0.8 

0-24 

100.0 

34,4 

65.6 

25.4 

4.1 


0,9 

25-44 

100.0 

26.3 

73.7 

28,4 

5,6 


0.8 

45-64 


28.6 

71.4 

27.9 

6.7 

36.0 

0,7 

65+ 


53,9 

46.1 

19.7 

3,4 

22.4 

0.6 

Usually working 








All ages-17+ 

100.0 

25,2 

74.8 

28.4 

6,8 

38.8 

0,8 

17-24 

100,0 

36.1 

63.9 

23,3 

4,2 

35.2 

1,2 

25-44 

100.0 

23.1 

76,9 

28.8 

1 6,3 

41.1 

0,8 

45-64 

100.0 

22,8 

77,2 

29.8 

8.4 

38,2 

0,8 

65+ 

100.0 

36.3 

63.7 

25.6 

6,9 

30,1 

1,1 

Other 








All ages---- 

100.0 

37,1 

62.9 

25,0 

4.0 

33,2 

0.8 

0-24 

100,0 

34,2 

65.8 

25.6 

4,1 

35.1 

0,9 

25-44 

100.0 

31.8 

68.2 

27,6 

4,4 

35,5 

0,7 

45-64 

100,0' 

38.6 

61.4 

24.6 

3.8 

32.4 

0.6 

65+ 

100.0 

57.8 

42.2 

18.4 

2.6 

20.7 











40 























Table 24. Percent distribution of persons according to whether they had surgical Insurance and 
type of insuring organization by sex and age: United States, July-December 1959 

[Data are based on household Interviews of the civilian noni nst i tut i ona I population. The survey design, general qual- 
^ tflcationS; and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix I, Definitions of terms are given In Appendix El. 
A description of the special methods for data on health insurance is given in Appendix iv] 




















Table 25. Percent distribution of persons according to whether they had surgical Insurance and 
type of Insuring organization by residence and age: United States, July-December 1959 

Toata are based on household interviews of the civilian non I nst I tut Iona t population. The survejf design, genernj quaj.- 
iflcatlons, and tables of safnpllng errors are given in Appendix I. Definitions of torms are given In Appendix 
- -Hscrlption of the special methods for data on health Insurance is given in Appendix I v} 


Persons with surgical insurance 



Residence and age 

All 

per- 

Persons 
with no 
surgical 
Insurance 

Total 

Type of Insuring organization 



sons 

Blue Plan 
only 

1 Blue Plan 
and other 

Other 

Unknown 
type C*') 


U. S, total 



■ 


■m 

■ 




100.0 

OO A 

■ 

23.3 


HB 






0.8 

ri_ o/i _ 


100.0 

100.0 


61.4 

69.5 

23.0 

26.0 


HI 


25-44 


Jo *o 
30.5 

3 . 6 

0.9 


4.7 

5.7 

38.0 

0.8 

45-64 

1 nn A 

35.4 

62.9 

64.6 

37.1 

24.6 

14.7 


xuu . U 
100.0 

33.6 

0.8 



3,0 

18.8 

0.6 


Urban 









All ages-------- 

100.0 

34.3 


26.7 

5.1 

32.9 

0.9 

0-24-- 



34.7 

27.6 


26.3 




25-44- 


iUU f u 

4,4 

33.5 

1.1 


iUU.U 

29.4 

5.4 

36,7 

0.9 



1 An A 

30.7 

59.2 

69.3 

28.4 




:::::: 

iUU.U 

1 AA A 

6.9 

33.3 

0.8 



100 *0 

40.8 

17.5 

3.7 

19.2 

0.4 


Rural nonfarm 









All ages 

100.0 

35.9 

64.1 

21.2 

3.7 


0.6 

n-9A-.» 



35.6 

64.4 





25-44 

21,4 

3.2 

39.2 

0.6 

45-64 


28.4 

71.6 

23.6 

4.3 

43.1 

0.6 

fiS 4 - 

36.2 

63.8 

21.0 

4.5 

37.6 

0.8 

0.4 


Rural farm 

66.0 

34.0 

11.3 

2.4 

19.9 




40.3 

12.0 

1.7 

25.7 

0.9 

0 - 24 — 



n 

WM 






25-44 

39.1 

12.4 

1.6 

24.2 

31.0 

n 9 

45-64 


47.8 

13.8 

2.2 

0.8 



USlSBSl 

58.2 

41.8 

11.3 

1.8 

28.1 

C\ A 



75.8 

24.3 

6.9 

0.9 

15.0 

U . u 

1.6 
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Table 26 « Percent distribution of persons according to whether they had surgical Insurance and 
type of insuring organization by region and age; United States, July- Dec ember 1959 

tire based on household Interviews of the civilian non I nsti tut Iona I population. The survey design, general qual- 
ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix i. Definitions of terms are given In Appendix II, 
A description of the special methods for data on health Insurance Is given In Appendix iv] 


Region and age 


Persons 
with no 
surgical 
insurance 

Persons with surgical insurance 

Total 

Type of insuring organization 

Blue Plan 
only 

Blue Plan 
and other 

Other 

Unknown 
type (*) 

U, S. total 

■ 







All ages--- — - — 


38.0 

62,0 

23.3 

4.3 

33.5 

0.8 

0-24 - 

BB 

38.6 

61.4 

23.0 

3.6 

33.9 

0.9 

25-44 


30.5 

69.5 

26.0 

4.7 

38.0 

0.8 

45-64 - 


35.4 

64.6 

24.6 

5.7 

33.6 

0.8 

65+ 

Ifiyy 

62.9 

37.1 

14,7 

3,0 

18.8 

0.6 

Northeast 








All ages 


32.1 

67.9 

35.7 

6.1 

25,4 

0,7 

0-24 


30,5 

69.5 

36.0 

5.2 

27.6 

0.8 

25-44 

100.0 

25.2 

74.8 

38.8 

6.9 

28.5 

0.7 

45-64 

100*0 

29.3 

70,7 

38.1 

8.0 

23.9 

0.6 

65+ 

100.0 

64.2 

35.8 


3.2 

11.6 

0.3 

North Central 






- 

*■ 

All ages--- 


31.5 

68,5 

27.7 

' 4.8 

35.3 

0.7 

0-24 

100,0 

30.8 

69.2 

28,5 

4.3 

35.7 

0,8 

25-44 

100.0 

25.1 

74.9 

29,9 

5.2 

39,1 

0.7 

45-64 

100.0 

30.7 

69,3 

27.4 

5.8 

35.3 

0.7 

65+ 

100.0 

55.6 

44.4 

17.7 

3.8 

22.5 

0.5 

South 








All ages 

100.0 

48.8 

51.2 

13.6 

3.1 

33.5 

1.0 

0-24 



48.6 

13.0 

2.5 

31.9 

1.2 

25-44 



60.7 

16.9 

3,3 

39.6 

0.9 

45-64 


46.4 

53.6 

13.0 

4.4 

35.1 

1.0 

65+ - 

100.0 

68.2 

31,8 

8.7 

2.0 

20.3 

0.9 

West 








All ages 

100,0 

40.1 

59.9 

12.3 

2.7 

44.1 

0.9 

0-24 - 

100.0 

40.9 

59.1 

11.8 

2.2 

44.1 

1.0 

25-44 

100.0 

34*4 

65.6 

12.2 

2.5 

49.8 

1.1 

45-64 — 

100.0 

34.6 

65.4 

15.3 

3.5 

45.9 

0.7 

63+ 

100.0 

65.2 

34.8 

8.1 

3.3 

22.8 

0.6 
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Table 27 . Percent distribution of persons according to whether they had surgical Insurance and 
type of insuring organization by family Income and age: United States, July-December 1959 

foata are based on household interviews of the civilian non (nst I tut Iona I population. The survey design, general qual- 
^ ificatlons, and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given In Appendix ||. 
A description of the special methods for data on health Insurance Is given In Appendix IVj 



M 



Persons with surgical 

insurance 

Family income and age 

KS9 

with no 


Type of insuring organization 

surgical 

insurance 

Blue Plan 
only 

Blue Plan 
and other 


IEBbBuI 

U. S. total 

100,0 

38,0 

62.0 

23.3 

A 

33.5 

0.8 

All ages- - 



H 

38.6 

30.5 

61.4 

69.5 

23.0 

26.0 


33,9 

38.0 

0,9 

0,8 

------------------------- 

25-44 

J . D 

4,7 

45-64 

65+ 

H 

35.4 

62.9 

64.6 

37.1 

24.6 

14.7 

5.7 

3.0 

33.6 

18.8 

0,8 

0.6 

0-$l,999 








All ages----------------- 


72.6 

27,4 

8.7 

1,9 

16.1 

0.8 

0-24 

25-44 

H 

74.4 

69.5 

25,6 

30,5 

7.2 

9.3 

2.4 

2.0 

15.0 

18.5 

1,0 

0,8 

45-64------------------- 

65+ 

H 

69.0 

74.9 

31.0 

25.1 

9.9 

9.6 

1.2 

1.5 

19.3 

13,5 

0,6 

0.6 

$2,000-3,999 








All ages 


50.0 

50.0 

17.6 

2.8 

28,9 

0.6 

0-24 

25-44 


53.5 

46.9 

46.5 

53.1 

16.2 

18.5 

2.0 

2.8 

27.6 

31.2 

0,7 

0.6 

45-64 

65+ - 


43.2 

54.8 

56.8 

45.2 

20.5 

16.4 

4.2 

3.6 

31,2 

25,1 

0,9 

0,1 

$4,000-6,999 








All ages 

BO 

25.8 

74.2 

28,8 

4.5 

40.0 

0,9 

0-24 

25-44 


26.2 

21.8 

73.8 

78.2 

28.3 

31,0 



1.1 

0,8 

45-64 



100,0 

100.0 

25,6 

51.8 

74.4 

48.3 

28.5 

18.6 



0,8 

0,5 

$7,000+ 








All ages 

nil 

20.4 


30,3 

7.4 

41,0 

0.9 

0-24 

25-44 

B 

20.5 

16,9 


30.9 

29.6 

6,3 

7.7 

41.4 

44.8 

0.9 

1.0 

45-64 



Unknown 

■ 

18o8 

51,0 

81.2 

49.0 

31.9 

21,6 

9.5 

5.8 

39.1 

20,6 

0.7 

1,1 

All ages — 


48.0 

52.0 



27,3 

1.0 



25-44 

45-64 

65+ 

1 

48.8 

45.1 

40.2 
65.6 

51,2 

54.9 

59.8 

34.4 

Hi 

mm 

IHH 

||HH 

0.8 

1.0 

1.1 

1,0 
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Table 28. Percent distribution of persons according to whether they had surgical Insurance and 
type of Insuring organization by major activity and age: United States, July-December 1959 


Data are based on household interviews of the civilian non I nst i tut I onal population. The survey design 

Ificatlons, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix i. Definitions of terms are given i m 

A description of the special methods for data on health Insurance is given in Appendix iv] 


Major activity and age 

All 

per- 

sons 

Persons 
with no 
surgical 
insurance 


Persons with surgical insurance 

Total 

Type of insuring organization 

Blue Plan 
only 

Blue Plan 
and other 

Other 

Unknown 
type (*) 

U. S, total 








All ages------------- — -- 

100.0 

38.0 

62,0 

23.3 

4.3 

33.5 

0,8 

0-24 

100.0 

38,6 

61.4 

23,0 

3.6 

33.9 

0.9 

25-44 — - - 

100.0 

30,5 

69.5 

26,0 

4.7 

38.0 

0.8 

45-64 

100.0 

35.4 

64.6 

24.6 

5.7 

33,6 

0.8 

654^ - 

100.0 

62,9 

37,1 

14.7 

3.0 

16.8 

0.6 

Usually work ins 








All ageS"17+ 

100.0 

30,4 

69.6 

25.9 

6.0 

36,9 

0.9 

17-24 

100.0 

40.4 

59.6 

21,9 

4.0 

32.4 

1,2 

25-44 

100,0 

27.4 

72.6 

26,6 

5.4 

39.8 

0.8 

45-64 

100.0 

29.4 

70,6 

26.8 

7.3 

35.7 

0,8 

65+- - 

100.0 



21.3 

5.9 

28,7 

0.9 

Other 








All ages 

100,0 




3.4 

31.7 

0.8 

0-24-— 

100.0 

38,4 

61.6 

23.1 


34.0 

0.9 

25-44 

100.0 

35.7 

64.3 

25.0 


35.0 

0.8 

45-64 - 

100,0 

45.6 1 

54.4 

20.7 


29.9 

0.8 


100.0 

67.2 

32.8 

13.3 

li^^H 

16. 6 

0.5 


5 













Table 29 Percent distribution of persons according to whether they had doctor visit insurance 
and type of insuring organization by selected characteristics: United States, July-December 

1959 

[Dan sirs cassii on hcosehold interviews of the civilian non i nst i tut Iona i population. The survey design, general qual- 


D=iia 'ire casf 
I Tie at I cr. 5, 
A -jescripii 


a on hC'jsehoJd . - 

anu tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix , , , ■, 

or. of the special metnods for data on health Insurance is given In Appendix iv] 


Definitions of terms are given in Appendix l| 




Persons 

Persons with 

doctor visit insurance 

Characteristic 

.All 

with no 
doctor 


Type of insuring organization 

per^ 

sons 

visit 

insurance 

Total 

Blue Plan 
only 

Blue Plan 
and other 

Other 

Unknown 
type <*) 
















Table 30. Average population during the 6-raonth period covered in this report by sex and age- 

United States, July-December 1959 

[Data are based on household Interviews of the civilian non i nst I tut i onal population. The survey desiqn qeneral aual- 
Ificatlons, and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Aobendix II 
A description of the special methods for data on health insurance is given In Appendix I'/] u * , 


Age 



Female 


Population In thousands 


All ages 


0-14- 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64- 

65-74- 

754--. 


173,545 

84,460 

89,085 

55,066 

28.085 

26,982 

22,558 

10,667 

11,891 

22,117 

10,583 

11,534 

23,247 

11,162 

12,085 

20,293 

9,868 

10,425 

15,192 

7,282 

7,910 

9,887 

4,586 

5,301 

5,185 

2,228 

2,957 


NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian 
population of the United States, In Current Population Reports; Series P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P~60s 


47 



Table 31. Population used in computing sampling errors according to residence by sex and age: 

United States, July-December 1959 


1^02 1 a are based an household interviews of tne civil 
ifications, and tables cf sampling errors are gi 
A description of the special methods for data on 


i an non i nst I tut i onal population. The survey design, general qual- 
ven in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II. 
health insurance is given In Appendix iv] 


Sex and age 

Residence 

mgm 

Urban 

Rural 

Total 

Nonfarm 

Farm 



Population in millions 


Both sexes 






All ages-------- 

173.5 

104.3 

69.2 

46.6 

22.6 

0-14 

55.1 

30.3 

24.8 

17.0 

7.8 

15-24 

22.6 

14.1 

8.5 

5.2 

3.3 

25-34 - 

22.1 

13.1 

9.0 

6.8 

2.2 

35-44 - 

23.2 

14.0 


6.4 

2,8 

45-54 

20.3 

13,1 


4.8 

2,5 

55-64 - 

15.2 



3.1 

2.1 

65-74 

9.9 

6,4 


2.2 

1.3 


5.2 

3.4 

1.8 

1.2 

0,6 

Hale 






All ages 

84.5 

49.8 

34.7 

23.0 

11,6 

0-14 - 

28.1 

15.3 

12.8 

8,7 

4.0 

15-24 

10.7 

6 .6 

4,1 

2.4 

1.7 

25-34— — 

10.6 

6.3 

4.2 

3.2 

1.1 

35-44 

11.2 

6.5 

4.6 

3.2 

1.4 

45-54 

9.9 

6.2 

3.7 

2.3 

1.3 

55-64 

7.3 

4.7 

2.6 

1 

1.6 

1.1 

65-74 

4.6 

2,8 

1.8 

1.0 

0,7 

75+ - 

2.2 

1.3 

0.9 

0.6 

0.3 

Female 






All ages---- 

89.1 

54.5 

34.6 

23.6 

10.9 

0-14 

27.0 

15.0 

12.0 

8.2 

3.8 

15-24 

11.9 

7.5 

4.4 

2.8 

1.6 

25-34 

11.5 

6.8 

4.8 

3.7 

1.1 

35-44 

12.1 

7.5 

4.6 

3.2 

1.4 

45-54 - 

10.4 

6.9 

3.6 

2,4 

1.1 

55-64 


5.4 

2.6 

1.5 

1.0 

65-74 


3.6 

1.7 

1.1 

0.6 


3..0 

2.0 

0.9 

0.6 

0.3 


NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian 
population of the United States, in Current Population Reports : Series P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60. 







Table 32. Population used In computing sampling errors according to region by sex and age: 

United States, July-December 1959 


[Data are based on household } nlerv i e./s of the civilian non Inst Uvt i ona I population. The survev design genera! coal 
ificatlons, and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix ]. Definitions of terms are given In^ppendix M 
A description of the special methods for data on health insurance is given In Appendix iv] 



NOTE: For official population 
population of the United States, 


estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian 
Current Population l^e ports ; Series P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60, 
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Table 33. Population used in computing sampling errors according to family income by sex and age: 

United States, July-December 1959 

fData are oased on household interviews of the civilian non! nst i tut i ona I population. The survej^ design, general . qual - 
Ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given In Appendix J|, 
A description of the special methods for data on health insurance is given in Appendix ivj 


Sex and age 


U. S. 0- 


total $1,999 

Both sexes 


Family income 



Population in millions 



NOTE:' For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau 
population of the United States, In Current Population Reports : Series P-20, 


of the Census reports on the civilian 
P“25, P-5p, P-57, and P-60. 


60 











A . Population used In computing sampling errors according to major activity and according 
to family status by sex and age: United States, July-December 1959 


household interviews of the civilian nor i nst i tut iona I population. The survey design, general qual- 
? of sampl.ng errors are given in. Appendix |. Definitions of terms are given In Appendix IJ 

r1 Ption of the special methods for data on health insurance Is given in Appendix I v] 



I 



F^o r official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports on the tflvlilan 
ot the United States, In Current Population Reports ; Series P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60. 
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Table 35, Population used in computing sampling errors according to family status and major 
activity by sex and age: United States, July-December 1959 


[oata are based on household interviews of the civilian non I nst I tut I oncil popuiation. The survey desitjn, general qual- 
ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix I* Definitions of terms are given in Appendix ||. 
A description of the special methods for data on health Insurance Is given In Appendix iv] 


Sex and age 

u. s, 

total 

Heads of 

families 

Other family members 

Individuals 

Usually 
working 
(age 17+) 

Other 

Usually 
working 
(age 17+) 

Other 

Usually 
working 
(age 17+) 

Other 




Population in millions 











All ages- 

IHH 


8.2 

18.2 

98,9 

5,7 

5,6 

0-14 

55,1 

■i 



55.0 


0.1 

15-24 

22.6 


6,5 

4,9 

13,5 

6.7 

1,1 

25-34 - 

22,1 


0.8 

4.0 

7.8 

0.9 

0,2 

35-44 

23,2 


0.8 

4,0 

7,3 

0,9 

0.2 

45-54 - 

20.3 

9,0 

0,7 

3,4 

5.6 

1.3 

0.3 

55-64 

15,2 

5.9 

1.2 

1.5 

4.6 

1.3 

0.7 

65+-----------—-- 

15,1 

1,8 

4.2 

0,3 

5,1 

0.6 

3,0 

Male 








All ages 

84,5 

35.0 

5.3 

4,7 

34.7 

2.7 

2.0 

0-14— 

28,1 



« i ♦ 

28.1 


(*) 

15-24 

10.7 

1.8 

6,2 

2,2 

5.5 


0.7 

25-34 

10,6 

8.1 

0,3 

1.3 

' 0.3 

0.6 

0.1 

35-44 

11,2 

9,5 

0.3 

0,6 

0.1 


0.1 

45-54 

9,9 

8.4 

0.4 

0.4 

0.1 

0,5 

0.1 

55-64 

7,3 


0.8 

0.2 

0,1 

0.5 

0,2 

65+ 

6,8 


3,3 

0,1 

0,5 


0,9 

Female 








All ages---- 

89.1 

2,0 

2,9 

13,4 

64.2 

3,0 

3.6 

0-14 

27.0 




26,9 


0.1 

15-24 

11,9 

0,1 

6!3 

2!8 

8,0 


0.4 

25-34 


0.3 

0,5 

2,8 

7.5 


0,1 

35-44 



0,5 

3,3‘ 

7,2 


0,1 

A5-54 

10,4 

0,6 

0.3 


5,5 

0,8 

0,2 




0,4 

1,3 

4,5 

0,8 

0.6 

654- 


0.1 

0.9 

0,2 

4.6 

0.3 

2,1 


MOTE: For official population estlmatos for more genera) use, see Duroau of the Census reports on the civilian 
population of the United States, in Current Population f^eports ; Series P-20, P-25, P~50, P-57, and P-60. 
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Table 36, Population used in computing sampling errors according to chronic limitation of 
activity by sex and age; United States, July-December 1959 

I^Data are based on household interviews of the civi Man non! nst 1 tut i onal population. The survey design, general qual- 
ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix I, Definitions of terms are given In Appendix iU 
A description of the special methods for data on health insurance is given in Appendix ivl 





Persons with one or more chronic 

conditions 

Sex and age 

U. S, 

total 

with no 
chronic 
conditions 

No limi- 
tation 
of ac- 
tivity 

Limited in 
outside 
activity 

Limited 
in major 
activity 

Unable to 
carry on 
major 
activity 




Population in millions 



Both sexes 







All ages 

173,5 

102.5 

52.9 

4.8 

9.4 

3,9 

0-14 

55.1 

45.9 

8.3 

0,4 

0.3 

O.l 

15-24 — 

22.6 

15.4 

6.2 

0.4 

0,4 

0,1 

25-34 - 

22,1 

11.9 

8.6 

0.5 

0,8 

0,2 

35-44 

23.2 

11.5 

9.5 

0,8 

1,3 

0.2 

45-64 

35,5 

14,2 

15,0 

1.7 

3.6 

1,0 

45-54 — 

20,3 

8,7 

8.7 

0,9 

1,6 

0.4 

55-64 

15.2 

5,4 

6.3 

0.8 

2,0 

0.6 

65+ - 

15,1 

3.6 

5.2 

1.0 

3,0 

2.3 

65-74 

9,9 

2.7 

3.7 

0.6 

1.9 

1.0 

75+ 

5,2 

0,9 

1.5 

0,4 

1.2 

1.2 

Male 







All ages 

84,5 

51,0 

24.6 

1.8 

4.5 

2.6 

0-14 

28,1 

22,9 

4.7 

0.2 

0.2 

0.1 

15-24 

10,7 

7.5 

2,7 

0.2 

0.2 

0,1 

25-34 - 

10.6 

6,1 

3.8 

0.2 

0,4 

0.1 

35-44 

11.2 

5,7 

4.4 

0.3 

0.6 

0,2 

45-64 

17,2 

7.0 

7,0 

0.7 

1.7 

0,7 

45-54 

9,9 

4.3 

4,2 

0.3 

0.8 

0.2 

55-64 

7,3 

2.7 

2.8 

0.3 

1.0 

0,5 

65+ 

6.8 

1,7 

2.0 

0.3 

1.4 

1.5 

65-74 - 

4.6 

1.3 

1.5 

0.2 

0.9 

0,8 

75+ 

2.2 

0.4 

0.6 

0.1 

0.4 

0.7 

Female 







All ages--------- 

89.1 

51.5 

28,3 

3.0 

5.0 

1.3 

0-14 - 

27.0 

23,0 

3.6 

0.2 

0.2 

(^) 

15-24 

11.9 

7,9 

3.5 

0.2 

0.2 

0.1 

25-34 

11.5 

5.9 

4.9 

0.4 

0.4 

0.1 

35-44 

12,1 

5,8 

5.1 

0,5 

0.6 

0,1 

45-64 

18.3 

7.1 

8.0 

1.0 

1.9 

0,3 

45-54 

10.4 

4.4 

4,5 

0.6 

0.8 

0.1 

55-64 

7.9 

2.7 

3.5 

0.5 

l.O 

0.2 

65+ 

8.3 

1.9 

3.2 

0.7 

1.7 

0.8 

65-74- 

5,3 

1,4 

2.3 

0.4 

0.9 

0.3 

75+ 

3.0 

0.5 

0.9 

0.3 

0.7 

0.5 


NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian 

population of the United States, In Current Population Reports; Series P-20, P-25^ P-SO, P-57, and P-60. 
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APPENDIX I 


TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS 


Background of This Report 

This report on health insurance is one of a series 
of statistical reports prepared by the U. S. National 
Health Survey which cover separate health-related 
topics. It is based on information collected in a con- 
tinuing nationwide sample of households In the Health 
Interview Survey, which is one of the major projects 
of the U, S. National Health Survey. 

The Health Interview Survey utilizes a question- 
naire which elicits Information on illnesses, injuries, 
chronic conditions, disability, medical care, and other 
health topics in addition to personal and demographic 
characteristics, As data relating to each of these vari- 
ous broad topics are tabulated and analyzed, separate 
reports are issued which cover one or more of the 
specific topics. 

The population covered by the sample for the 
Health Interview Survey Is the civilian noninstitutional 
population of the United States living at the time of in- 
terview. The sample does not Include members of the 
Armed Forces, U. S, nationals living in foreign coun- 
tries, or crews of vessels. It should also be noted that 
the estimates shown do not represent a complete count 
of persons covered by health insurance at any time 
during the 6 months. Persons who were covered during 
part of the period but who were not covered at the time 
of interview are excluded. 

Statistical Design of the 
Health Interview Survey 

General plan. — > The sampling plan of the survey 
follows a multistage probability design which permits 
a continuous sampling of the civilian noninstitutional 
population of the United States. The first stage of this 
design consists of drawing a sample of 500 from the 
1,900 geographically defined Primary Sampling Units 
(PSU's) into which the United States has been divided. 
A PSU is a county, a group of contiguous counties, or a 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area. 

With no loss in general understanding, the remain- 
ing stages can be telescoped and treated in this dis- 
cussion as an ultimate stage. Within PSU’s then, ulti- 
mate stage units called segments are defined, also 
geographically, in such a manner that each se^ent 
contains an expected six households. Each week a ran- 
dom sample of about 120 segments is drawn. In the ap- 
proximately 700 households In these segments, house- 
hold members are interviewed concerning factors re- 
lated to health, 

Since the household members Interviewed each 
week are a representative sample of the population, 
samples for successive weeks can be combined into 
larger samples. Thus the design permits both contin- 
uous measurement of characteristics of high incidence 


or prevalence in the population and, through the larger 
consolidated samples, more detailed analysis of less 
common characteristics and smaller categories. Tlie 
continuous collection has administrative and opera- 
tional advantages as well as technical assets, since it 
permits field work to be handled with an experienced, 
stable staff. 

Sample size and geographic detail. — "Hie national 
sample plan over a 6- month period ending December 
27, 1959 includes approximately 62,000 persons from 
19,000 households in 3,200 segments, with represen- 
tation from every State. Tlie over-all sample was de- 
signed in such a fashion that tabulations can be provid- 
ed for the four main regions and for urban and rural 
sectors of the United States. 

Collection of data. — Tlie field operations for the 
household survey are performed by the Bureau of the 
Census under specifications established by the Public 
Health Service, In accordance with these specifications 
the Bureau of the Census designs and selects the sam- 
ple, conducts the field interviewing, and edits and 
codes the questionnaires. Tabulations are prepared by 
the Public Health Service using the Bureau of the Cen- 
sus electronic computers. 

Estimating methods. — Each statistic produced by 
the survey— .for example, the percent of persons with 
hospital insurance— is the result of two stages of ratio 
estimation. In the first of these, the factor is the ratio 
of the 1950 decennial population count to the 1950 es- 
timated population in the U. S. National Health Sur- 
vey's first-stage sample of PSU's. Tliis factor is ap- 
plied for more than 50 color-residence classes. 

Later, ratios of sample-produced estimates to of- 
ficial Bureau of the Census figures for current popu- 
lation are computed for alx)ut 60 age- sex- color 
classes, and serve as second-stage factors for ratio 
estimating. 

Tlie effect of the ratio estimating process is to 
make the sample closely representative of the U, S. 
population by age, sex, color, and residence, thus re- 
ducing sampling variance, 

As noted, each week's sample represents the pop- 
ulation living during that week as well as character- 
istics of the population. For statistics which measure 
prevalence, consolidation of samples over the 6 -month 
period produces estimates of the average prevalence 
in the United States during the 6 months. 


General Qualifications 

Nonresponse. — -Data are adjusted for nonresponse 
by a procedure which Imputes to persons in a house- 
hold which was not Interviewed the characteristics of 
persons in households in the same segment which were 
interviewed. The total noninterview rate was 5 per- 
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cent; 1 percent was refusal, and the other 4 percent 
was primarily due to the failure to find any eligible 
household respondent after repeated trials. 

Tlie interview process. statistics presented- 
in dlls report are based on replies secured in inter 
views in the sampled households. Each person 18 
years of age and over, available at the time of inter- 
view, was interviewed individually. Proxy respondents 
within the household were employed for adults not 
available at the time of the interview and for chil- 
dren, provided the respondent was closely related to 
the person about whom information was being obtained. 

Population figures, — Some of the published tables; 
include population figures for specified categories. 
Except for certain over -all totals which are adjusted, 
to independent estimates, these figures are based on 
the sample of households in the U. S. National Health 
Survey. They are given primarily for the purpose of 
providing populations for sampling errors, and Tor 
this purpose are more appropriate for use with the 
accompanying measurements of health characteristics 
than other population data which may be available. In 
some instances they will permit users to recombine 
published data into classes more suitable to their spe- 
cific needs, Tlie population figures differ from cor- 
responding figures (which are derived from different 
sources^ published in reports of the Bureau of the 
Census. For population data for general use, see the 
official estimates presented in Bureau of the Census 
reports in the P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60 
series. 


Reliability of Estimates 

Since the estimates are based on a sample, they 
differ somewhat from the figures tliat would have been 
obtained if a complete census had been taken using the 
same schedules, instructions, and interviewing per- 
sonnel and procedures. As in any survey, the results 
are also subject to measurement error, 

T\\e standard error is primarily a measure of 
sampling variability; that is, the variations that might 


occur by chance because only a sample of the popula- 
tion is surveyed. As calculated for this report, the 
standard error also reflects part of the variation which 
arises in the measurement process. It does not in- 
clude estimates of any biases which might lie in the 
data. The chances are about 68 out of 100 that an esti- 
mate from the sample differs from the value obtained 
from a complete census by less than the standard er- 
ror. The chances are about 95 out of 100 that the dif- 
ference is less than twice the standard error and about 
99 out of 100 that it is less than 2H times as large. 

In order to derive standard errors which would 
be applicable to a wide variety of health statistics and 
which could be prepared at a moderate cost, a num- 
ber of approximations were required. As a result, the 
table of standard errors shown in this Appendix should 
be interpreted as providing an estimate of approxi- 
mate standard error, rather than as the precise stand- 
ard error for any specific statistic. 

The following rule will enable the reader to deter- 
mine the sampling errors for the data contained in this 
report; 

Approximate standard errors for the percentage 
of persons with a specified characteristic in any pop- 
ulation group are obtained from table I-I, For many 
purposes it is sufficient to look up the base of the per- 
centage in the population tables, then use the standard 
error shown at the point of intersection of the hori- 
zontal line entered at the tabular base nearest to the 
exact base and the column entered by the tabular per- 
centage nearest the exact percentage, 

A closer approximation of the standard error can 
be obtained by interpolation as in the following example: 

An estimated 32.4 percent of the 25,625,000 per- 
sons in the West had insurance for doctor bills* Since 
neither the base nor the percentage is shown in table 
I-I it is necessary to interpolate between 25 and 50 per- 
cent to obtain 0,99 as the standard error of 32.4 per- 
cent with a base of 20,000,000 persons and 0,83 as the 
standard error of 32.4 percent with abase of 30,000,000 
persons. Interpolation between these results yields 
0.9 as the standard error of 32,4 percent based on a 
population of 25,625,000 persons. 


Table I-I, Standard errors of estimates of percentages 


Wlien the base of the percentage 
is: (in thousands) 

For estimated percentages of: 

2 or 

98 

5 or 

95 

10 or 

90 

25 or 

75 

50 


The approximate standard error (expressed in percentage 




points) is: 



100 

_ 

- 

9.0 

13.0 

17.2 

500 

2.1 

3.3 

4.0 

5.9 

7.7 

1,000 

1.5 

2.4 

2.8 

4.1 

5.5 

2,000 

1.1 

1.7 

2.0 

2.9 

3,9 

3,000 

0.9 

1.3 

1.6 

2.4 

3.2 

5,000 

0.7 

1.1 

1.3 

1.9 

2.4 

10,000 - 

0.5 

0.8 

0,9 

1.3 

1.7 

20,000 

0.4 

0,5 

0.7 

0.9 

1.2 

30,000 

0,3 

0.4 

0.5 

0.8 

0.9 

50,000 - 

0.3 

0.4 

0,4 

0.5 

0.8 

100,000 

0.1 

0.3 

0.3 

0.4 

0.5 
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APPENDIX M 


iDEFINilTIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT 


Health Insurance Terms 

Health insurance is any plan specifically designed 
to pay all or part of the medical or hospital expenses 
of the insured individual. Tlie insurance can be either 
a group or an Individual policy with the premiums paid 
by the individual, his employer, a third party, or a com- 
bination of these. Benefits received under the plan can 
be in the form of payment to the individual or to the 
hospital or doctor. However, the plan must be a for- 
mal one with defined membership and benefits rather 
than an Informal one. For example, an employer sim- 
ply paying the hospital bill for an employee would not 
constitute a health insurance plan. 

For the National Health Survey, health insurance 
excludes the following kinds of plans: (1) plans limited 
to the "dread diseases," such as cancer and polio; (2) 
free care such as public assistance or public welfare, 
care given free of charge to veterans, care given to 
dependents ofmilitary personnel (Medicare), care given 
under the Crippled Children or similar programs, and 
care of persons admitted for research purposes; (3) 
Insurance which pays bills only for accidents, such as 
liability insurance held by a car or property owner, 
insurance that covers children for accidents at school 
or camp, and insurance for a worker that covers him only 
for accidents on the Job; and (4) insurance which pays 
only for loss of income. 

Kind of Coverage 

Hospital . —Insurance which pays all or part of the 
hospital bill for the hospitalized person. By hospital 
bill is meant only the bill submitted by the hospital it- 
self, not the doctor’s or surgeon's bill or the bill for 
special nurses. Such a bill always includes the cost of 
room and meals and may also include the costs of other 
services such as operating room, laboratory tests, 
X-rays, etc. 

Surgical .— Insurance which pays In whole or part 
the bill of the doctor or surgeon for an operation wheth- 
er performed In a hospital or in the doctor’s office, 
Insurance which pays the costs of visits to a doctor's 
office for postoperative care is included as surgical 
insurance. 

Doctor visit . —Insurance which pays the doctor's 
bill for nonsurgical care whether or not it pays for 
surgical care. Policies may cover home and office 
calls, special diagnostic examinations, or other noii- 
surgical medical services. 

Type of Insuring Organization 

Blue Plan. —Any plan which the respondent said was 
Blue Cross, Blue Shield, or which appeared in the Blue 
Cross Guide published by the Blue Cross Commission 
was coded as a Blue Plan. 
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Other .— All names of plans whlcli were not in- 
cluded above were coded as other . For tlie most part 
these were private insurance companies hut this 
category also Includes independent prepayment plans 
such as the Health Insurance Plan of Greater New 
York and the Kaiser Foundation Health Plan. 

Family and Related Terms 

llie definitions of families and unrelated individ- 
uals are the same as those used in the 1950 Census. 

Family refers to a group of two or more persons 
related by blood, marriage, or adoption who are living 
together In the same houseliold. Although the usual 
household contains only the primary family, a household 
can contain secondary families as well as individuals 
unrelated to tlie family. A lodger and his family who 
are not related to the head of the household, or a resi- 
dent employee and his wife living in are considered as 
a secondary family and not as port of the primary fam- 
ily, However, if the son of the head of the household 
and the son's wife and children are members of the 
household, tills subfamily is treated as part of the pri- 
mary family. 

Head of family is usually the person regarded as 
tlie "head" by the members of the group. Married 
women are never classified as heads if their husbands 
are living with them at the time of the survey except 
when the husband is a member of the Armed Forces. 
Only one person in each family can be designated as 
the head; therefore, the number of heads of families 
is equal to the number of families. 

Other family members are all persons who are 
related to the head of the family by blood, marriage, 
or adoption. 

Individuals are persons (other than inmates of in- 
stitutions) who are not living with any relatives, An 
unrelated individual can be (a) a household head living 
alone or with nonrelatives, (h) a lodger or resident 
employee with no relatives in the household, (c) a staff 
member of an Institution who has no relatives living 
with him, or (d) a resident of a dormitory, lodging 
house, or other shared -residence facility who has no 
relative living with him, 

Pemogra ph IC| Social, and Economic Terms 

Income of family or of unrelated individuals. — 
Each member of a family is classified according to the 
total Income of the family of which he is a member. 
Within the household all persons related to each other 
by blood, marriage, or adoption constitute a family, 
Unrelated individuals are classified according to their 
own income. 

"Fhe Income recorded is the total of all income 
received by members of the family (or by an unre- 
lated individual) In the 12-month period ending with the 



week of interview. Income from all sources is included; 
e.g., wages, salaries, rents from property, pensions, 
help from relatives, and so forth. 

Age. — llie age classification is based on the age 
of the~person at his last birthday. Ages are recorded 
in single years and then combined into groups which 
are useful for a particular table. 

Major activity. “-All persons 6 years old or older 
are classified according to their major activity during 
the 12-month period prior to the week of interview. 
Tlie "major” activity, in case there is a question, is 
the one at which the person spent the most time during 
the 12 months. 

Tlte only two categories of major activity used 
in this report are usually working and other. For 
several reasons these categories are not comparable 
with the somewhat similarly named categories in of- 
ficial Federal labor force statistics. First, the re- 
sponses concerning major activity are accepted with- 
out detailed questioning since the objective of the ques- 
tion in this survey is the identification of certain pop- 
ulation groups which may differ in characteristics re- 
lated to health, not the estimation of the number of 
persons in labor force categories. Second, the cate- 
gories are for the major activity over the entire year 
whereas official labor force statistics relate to a much 
shorter period— usually 1 week. Third, the minimum 
age for usually working persons is age 17 in the U. S. 
National Health Survey and the official labor force 
categories include all persons age 14 or older. Finally, 
in tlie definitions of specific categories which follow, 
certain marginal groups are classified differently to 
simplify procedures. 

Usually working includes persons 17 years 
of age or older who are paid employees; self 
employed in their own business, profession, or 
in farming; or unpaid employees in a family busi- 
ness or farm. Persons who only work around the 
house or do volunteer or unpaid work, such as 
for a church, etc., are not counted as working. 
Other includes persons whose major activity 
is going to school, keeping house, looking for 
work, or doing volunteer work. It also includes 
persons who are retired and persons who are 
unable to work. 

Residence. — Residence is the term used to signify 
the division of the United States Into urban, rural-non- 
farm, and rural -farm populations. Tlie definition of 
urban and rural areas is the same as that used In the 
1,950 Census. 

Urban. — The urban population includes all 
persons living in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or more which are incorporated as cities, bor- 
oughs, or villages; (b) incorporated towns of 2,500 
inhabitants or more except in New England, New 
York, and Wisconsin where "Towns” are simply 
minor civil divisions of counties; (c) the densely 
settled urban fringe including lx>th incorporated 
and unincorporated areas around cities of 50,000 
or more inhabitants; and (d) unincorporated places 
of 2,500 inhabitants or more outside any urban 
fringe. Tlie remaining population is classified as 
rural. 

Rural farm. — ITie rural-farm population in- 
cludes all rural residents living on farms. In de- 
ciding whether the members of a household live 
on a farm or ranch, the statement of the household 


respondent is accepted with the following excep- 
tions, Persons who pay cash rent for house and 
yard only are classified as nonfarm even if the 
surrounding area is farm land. Furthermore, all 
persons in institutions, summer camps, morels, 
and tourist camps which are located in farm areas 
are classified as nonfarm. 

Rural nonfarm. — The rural- nonfarm popula- 
tion includes all of the remaining rural population. 
Region. — > For the purpose of classifying the popu- 
lation by geographic area, the States are grouped into 
four regions. These regions, which correspond to those 
used by the Bureau of the Census, are as follows: 


Region 


Northeast 


North Central 


South 


West 


States Included 


Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, 

New Jersey, Pennsylvania 

Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, 
Missouri, North Dakota, 

South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas 

Delaware, Maryland, District of 
Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, 
Texas 

Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, 
Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, 
Utah, Nevada, Washington, 

Oregon, California 


Disability Terms 

Persons with chronic conditions are persons who 
at the time of interview were reported to have one or 
more chronic conditions, A condition is considered to 
be chronic If (1) it is described by the respondent in 
terms of one of the chronic diseases on the "Check 
List of Chronic Conditions" or in terms of one of the 
types of impairments on the "Check List of Impair- 
ments" shown as Cards A and B in Appendix HI, or 
(2) the condition is described by the respondent as 
having been first noticed more than 3 months before 
the week of the interview. 

Chronic activity limitation. — Tie degree of chron- 
ic limitation of activity is ascertained for all persons 
with one or more chronic conditions, These persons 
are divided into four categories according to the extent 
to which their activities are limited as a result of the 
conditions (Cards C, D, E, and F, Appendix III). Since 
the major activities of housewives , workers, children, 
and other persons differ, a different set of criteria is 
used to determine the amount of reduction of major 
activity for each group. However, there is a general 
similarity between the criteria as can be seen in the 
description of the categories that follows; 
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1 . 


2 . 


3. 


Persons unable to carry on major activity for 
their group 


Preschool children: 

School-age children: 
Housewives: 


inability to rake part in 
ordinary play with other 
children. 

inability to go to school, 
inability to do any house** 
work. 


Workers and all 

other persons: inability to work at a 

job or business. 

Persons limited in the amount or kind of major 


activity performed 
Preschool children: 


School-age children: 


Housewives; 


Workers and all 
other persons: 


limited in the amount or 
kind of play with other 
children, e.g., need spe- 
cial rest periods, can- 
not play strenuous 
games, cannot play for 
long periods at a time, 
limited to certain types 
of schools or in school 
attendance, e.g., need 
special schools or spe- 
cial teaching, cannot go 
to school full time or 
for long periods at a 
time. 

limited in amount or kind 
or housework, l.e., can- 
not lift children, wash 
or iron, or do house- 
work for long periods 
at a time. 

limited in amount or 


kind of work, e.g., need 
special working aids or 
special rest periods at 
work, cannot work full 
time or for long peri- 
ods at a time, cannot do 
strenuous work. 

Persons not limited in major activity but other- 
wise limited 

Preschool children: not classified in this 
category. 

School-age children: not limited in going to 
school but limited in 


participation in athlet- 
ics or other extracur- 
ricular activities. 

Housewives: not limited in house- 

work but limited in other 
activities, such as 
church, clubs, hobbies, 
civic projects, or shop- 
ping. 

Workers and all 

other persons: not limited in regular 

work activities but lim- 
ited in other activities, 
such as church, clubs, 
hobbies, civic projects, 
sports, or games. 

4. Persons not limited in activities 

Includes persons with chronic conditions whose 
activities are not limited in any of the ways de- 
scribed above. 


Hospital Terms 

Short-stay hospital. — A short-stay hospital is one 
for which the type of service is: general; maternity; 
eye, ear, nose, and throat; osteopathic; or the hospital 
department of an institution. 

Hospital type of service. — Type of hospital service 
is a classification of liospitals according to the pre- 
dominant type of cases for wliich they provide care. 
The category to which an individual hospital is assign- 
ed and the definition of these categories follows the 
usage of the American Hospital Association. 

Hospital episode. —A hospital episode is any con- 
tinuous period of stay of one or more nights in a hos- 
pital as an inpatient except the stay of a well, newton 
infant. A hospital is defined as any institution meeting 
one of die following criteria: (1) named in the listing of 
hospitals in the 1959 Guide Issue of Hospitals, the 
Journal of the American Hospital Association; (2) 
named In the listing of hospitals in the 1959 Directory 
of the American Osteopathic Hospital Association; (3) 
named in the annual inventory of hospitals and related 
facilities submitted by the States to the Division of 
Hospital Facilities of the U. S. Public Health Service 
in conjunction with the Hill- Burton Program; or (4) 
name of the institution unknown but stated by the re- 
spondent to be a hospital. 
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APPENDIX III 


QUESTIONNAIRE 


Ilie Hems below show tlie exact conietu and wording of the basic quesiionniiire used in ihe nationwide 
household survey of the U. S, Naiional Heahl. Survey. Jlie actual questJotmaire is designed for a household 
a« a unit and includes additional spaces for reports on more ilian one person, condition, accident or lioani- 
taltzmloiu Such repetitive spaces are omitted in this Illustration, 


CQMFIDEHTIAL - The N.ninrial Health Soiree)- is autliutipe.l hy public fi^2 nt the S^ih Ctuijresj (70 St.it 4J U.S.C. JO)), Ail isi/writim *hich 
wauhl pettr.it iJenliticjliun of ibe inJiviirual kiH he hela .ttliflJy cniifi;itjiiiaJ, wJ|J hr used o.-.ly hy p(iina4 rnr.tBcd in w-l fci fbr putr.isei 
fit the *i«vcy, jn.d win no* be .ii*closc;i Of re|ra»ei{ to Hthcln for any ntbei p'^fpoirs (Ji FK 1^7). 


u.i. OGPAftTHtiin or couuencL 

NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY 


X fo) Aildtrei cr Jeeciipflutt cl Inceiioa 

Ihl Veiling eJJfeii if not ibowo in (et 


Ite) Tvf* f>l !['■] Uwillingualt I tdl Nenie cl Sptelel Merltioi Uhee I 

\ i&e ir i Other 1 

C<htr 

)2, Are thtie Ony elbet livlog guotleie, oeeupUJ ei 

vOCOAt. in ibli bwlldlnv (ayOftnienOT 

QY.e 

rjwo 

1). Od«i enyene living In tSie building uue YOUR ' 

CMTAAUCE l« gal Ia Kig living itvvplvrB? 

QVc. 

[□«“ 

Aeli it ill uniij tutfl epelltrent houiri 



14. Ii rbef# any ethei kuUdlAg en ihly pioptily fer people 
to live In - eltbei occupied or voecAtT 

[live. 

[Z]NC. 


IJCR. 

Cnvjr 

4. Sub- 

ivTitl! 

5. S»c:y]t 

4. 

7. Nj. 

S. ‘Vfitl *J.>. 

f. It lliic hvuue on n fein at tenth) 


» i::) ^0 

10. What ii the rcluyhen* r.umhef htieT 

CJKorhfnv 

II. lo kV* gvitkeltd 

i| l}i« fcgd ti'nt tg 

lllSTRUCT 

II ''Yce*' togvciiiDsi 17. IJ cr M tffly dtf 
obethrl cce or dive eJditiDT.el 9uriijrAr.ntii 
liitiAj ii tp he ccriicteJ, 

OHS 

cirica cl e ktoelUng iioii to drrtimjAc 
:et thc'uld be faieJ e.-.i oKtlhti ct-.r 
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APPENDIX IV 


SPECIAL NOTES ON HEALTH INSURANCE DATA 


Within the framework of the Health Interview Sur- 
vey, which is described in Appendix 1, special proce- 
dures were used to collect the data on health insur- 
ance, No part of the basic questionnaire and interview- 
ing instructions was changed in any way. Tlie sample 
design and the estimating procedures described in Ap- 
pendix I were the same for all data, including the esti- 
mates on health insurance coverage. However, a change 
in the definition of an eligible respondent introduced 
changes in the field procedures and also a nonresponse 
component which was not included in the regular ad- 
justment for nonresponse, These changes and some of 
their effects on the data are set forth in the following 
paragraphs. 

Reporting Unit 

For the questions on health insurance, the only ac- 
ceptable respondent was the head of a reporting unit. 
A reporting unit within the household was defined by 
one of the following categories: 

(1) Any primary family, secondary family, or sub- 
family consisting of a parent or parents and unmarried 
children under 18 years of age, 

(2) Any married couple (including common-law 
marriages) or any married person with no spouse or 
children in the household regardless of age. 

(3) Any person 18 years of age or older with no 
spouse or children in the household regardless of mar- 
ital status, 

(4) Any unrelated individual regardless of age with 
the following exception: A child with no parent in the 
household was included in the same reporting unit as 
the person responsible for his care, 

nie head of the reporting unit for a 1 -person unit 
was the person himself. The head of the reporting unit 
consisting of married couples (with or without chil- 
dren) was the husband. For any other reporting unit the 
responsible adult was considered to be the head. 

Interviewing 

Tlie standard rules for respondents for the Na- 
tional Health Survey are that each person 18 years of 
age or over who is at home at the time of interview is 
to answer for himself all questions relating to health. 
In all other cases another adult member of the family 
answers for children and adults not at home. 

If the head of the reporting unit was one of the 
adults present, the Interviewer asked all questions on 
the questionnaire in order and simply directed the 
health insurance questions to the head of the reporting 
unit. If the head of the reporting unit was not present, 
the interviewer omitted the health Insurance questions 
and completed the rest of the questionnaire. She then 
filled out form NHS-3a (fig. 1) and left it and a franked 


addressed envelope with the respondent, asking that the 
form be filled out and mailed as soon as possible. 


Field Procedures 

Three attempts were made to reach those persons 
who did not respond within a few days. If the NHS-3a 
form had not been received by the regional office on 
the Friday following the interview week, a second mail- 
in form (NHS-3b, identical to NHS-3a except for the 
wording of the letter) was sent to the head of the re- 
porting unit. One week later a third form was sent to 
those persons who had not yet responded, The following 
Friday another attempt was made to reach those who 
still had not returned any of the mail-in forms. During 
the first 3 months a fourth form was mailed to those 
reporting units which had not responded; during the 
second 3 months the fourth mail form was replaced by 
a person-to-person telephone call to those reporting 
units with telephones. As a result of this intensive 
follow-up, 93.1 percent of the reporting units eventu- 
ally responded (table lV-1), 


Table IV- I, Number of reporting units for which 
health insurance forms were left and response 
after all followups were completed 



Number of re- 
porting units 

Percent of 
reporting 
units re- 
sponding 

Forms 

left 

Re- 

sponding 

Total 

9,220 

8,583 

93,1 

July-September--- 

4,507 

4,174 

92,6 

October-December- 

4,713 

4,409 

93.5 


National Estimates 

Table IV-II shows the national estimates for hos- 
pital insurance coverage according to whether the in- 
formation was given at the time of interview or a mail- 
in form was left. The information was obtained at the 
time the interview was conducted for 52 percent of the 
total population- and for 82 percent of the population 65 
years of age or pver, 

The nonresponse rate for the population for which 
mail-in forms were left was 7,6 percent. The infor- 
mation for an additional 2,6 percent was either incom- 
plete or the respondent did not know whether members 
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J'orm KHS-3a 


FRONT 


U. S* DEPAirrMENT OF Commerce 

BUREAU OF the CENSUS 

Regional Office 


Dear Frlcndt 


'nie Bureau of the Cenaus ie condvicting a special survey 
on health insurance for the U.S, Public Health Service* Thia study, 
when combined with other information, will serve to answer important 
questions about health and medical care in our Nation. 

The Census interviewer who called at your household was 
not able to see you personally. Please answer the questions on the 
back of this letter and mail it at your earliest convenience. A 
self-addressed envelope which requires no postage has been provided 
for this purpose. 

Your cooperation in answering these questions will Insure 
the greatest possible benefit to you and the people of our country. 
The information will be given confidential treatment by the Bureau 
of the Census and the Public Health Service. Nothing will be 
published except statistical summaries. 


Thank you. 


Sincerely yours, 


Reglcmal Field Direotocp 


Name of pe/son who is lo Till ihts leporti 


tt Approved; Hudgci Hu/enti No. 
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Table IV-II. Percent of persons according to response on hospital insurance by age and method 

of data collection 


Age and method of data collection 

Hospital insurance 

Total 

Yes 

No 

Uncodable 

Total 

Don’t know 
or 

incomplete 

No 

response 




Percent distribution 


All aRes 







All respondents 

100.0 

63.4 

31.0 

5.6 

1.9 

3.7 

Interview 

100.0 

61.8 

36.9 

1.3 

1.3 

- 

Mall - - 

100*0 

65.1 

24.7 

10.2 

2.6 

7.6 

0-24 







All respondents------------ 

100.0 

61.1 

32.0 

6.9 

2.5 

4.4 

Interview 

100.0 

59.4 

38.3 

2.2 

2.2 

- 

Mail - 

100.0 

62.5 

26.5 

11.0 

2.7 

8.3 

25-44 







All respondents 

100.0 

69.5 

24.9 

5.7 

1.5 

4.2 

Interview--- - “ 

100.0 

69.9 

29.3 

0.8 

0.8 

- 

Mail--- 

100.0 

69.1 

20.9 

10.0 

2,1 

7.9 

45-64 







All respondents------------- 

100.0 

68,4 

27,4 

4.2 

1.7 

2.5 

Interview- 

100.0 

68.4 

31.0 

0,6 

0,6 

- 

Mail - 

100.0 

68.3 

22.6 

9.2 

3.3 

5.9 

65+ 







All respondents 

100.0 

45.2 1 

52.9 

1.9 

1.1 

0o8 

Interview 

100.0 

43.8 

55.4 

0.8 

0.8 


Mail 

100,0 

51.6 1 

41.1 

7.3 

2.7 

4.6 


of the reporting unit were covered. Tlius, 89.8 percent 
of the persons for whom NHS-3a forms were left re- 
turned codable information about hospital Insurance, 
Of the persons for whom information was obtained at 
the time of Interview, 98,7 percent gave codable infor- 
mation. Tlie survey yielded codable Information on hos- 
pital insurance for 96,3 percent of the total population, 
Although the size of the nonresponse component 
was the same for all three types of coverage, the size 
of the ’'don’t know” and uncodable group was larger for 
surgical insurance than for hospital insurance and 
largest for coverage for doctor visits. For surgical 
insurance 91,6 of the population gave codable informa- 
tion; for coverage for doctor's visits 90,1 percent of 
the population yielded usable Information. Tables for 
these two types of coverage have not been included 
since the distribution by age and method of collection 
was essentially the same as for hospital insurance. 
The difference In the three types of coverage was 
mostly due to respondents not knowing whether they 
had the particular type of coverage rather than to 


failure of respondents or interviewers to fill out the 
forms properly. 

Computational Procedures 

Tlie sample for the U, S, National Health Survey 
was designed to produce estimates of aggregates for 
the four major regions and the three residence areas 
from the annual sample, For any shorter time period 
the estimated aggregates may differ considerably from 
those produced from the annual sample. However, ex- 
cept for possible seasonal effects and the increased 
size of the sampling error because of the smaller 
sample, the validity of rates is not affected. For this 
reason, percentages only are included in this report, 
which is based on 6 months of interviewing. Seasonal 
effects should be of little or no importance in rates of 
health insurance coverage. 

To obtain these percentages, only those persons 
who provided codable information as to whether or not 
they had health insurance were included. This has the 
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Table IV-III. Percentage of population included in calculations of health insurance coverage 


Type of coverage 


Characteristic 


U. S, total 


Age 


0-14"' 

15-24 

25-34' 

35-44- 

45-54- 

55-64- 

65-74- 

75+-- 


Sex 


Male- 

Female' 


Region 


Northeast 

North Central- 
South — 
West---------' 


Residence 


Urban 

Rural nonfarm- 
Rural farm 


Family income 

0-$l,999 

$2,000-3,999 

$4,000-6,999 

$7,000+— 

Unkno^^n---— — ... 


Major activity 

Usually working 

Other 


Family status 

Head of families 

Other family members-------------. 

Individuals------ — ----- 

Limitation of activity 

No chronic conditions 

No limitation 

Limited in outside activity 

Limited in major activity------ -- 

Unable to carry on major activity 


Hospital 


94*4 


93.4 

92.5 
93.9 
94.8 

95.3 

96.4 
98.0 
98.2 


94.4 

94.5 


94.0 

95.3 

93.5 

95.2 


94.3 

95.0 

93,8 


94.7 

93.5 

95.1 

96.2 

88.1 


94.9 

94.1 


95.7 

93.7 
96.9 


93.9 

94.8 

94.6 

94.4 

97.3 


Surgical 


91.6 


90.9 

89.1 
91.8 
92.3 

91.7 

92.7 

95.1 
95.5 


91.6 

91.6 


91.2 
93.0 

90.3 
92.2 


91.4 

92.5 
90.7 


92.3 

90.0 

92.5 

94.6 
81.8 


91.7 

91,5 


93.1 
90.9 

93.1 


91.0 
91.9 

93.0 
93.6 
95.4 


Doctor visits 


90 .1 


89.4 

88.0 

90.0 

90.8 

89.8 

90.8 

93.8 

95.1 


90.1 

90.1 


90.0 

91.0 

89.1 
90.5 


89.9 

90.8 

89.5 


91.7 

89.0 

90.6 
92.4 

80.6 


90.0 

90.1 


91,6 

89.2 

93.2 


89.5 

90.3 
91.1 

92.4 

94.6 
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effect of distributing the population for whom informa- 
tion about health insurance coverage was not available 
(because of nonresponse or lack of knowledge on the 
part of the respondent) in the same proportion as those 
persons for whom the information was available. 

The age- adjusted rates were computed by the 
direct method of multiplying the age -specific cov- 
erage rates within the specified population group 
by the corresponding age group in a standard pop- 
ulation. This gave the expected number of persons 
covered in each age group. Tliese numbers were then 
added and the sum was divided by the total popula- 
tion used as a standard to obtain the adjusted rate. 
The standard population used was the same as that 
used to compute the age- specific rates for the U.S, 


total, i.e., the estimated number of persons who 
provided cod cable information aixDut their insurance 
coverage. 

As could be expected, the percentage of the popu- 
lation for which information was not available varied 
somewhat from one population group to anotlier. Since 
the procedure utilized might have introduced some 
bias due to the unknown characteristics of persons for 
whom the information was not available, the percent- 
age of each of several population groups which was In- 
cluded in the calculations is shown in table IV -III, In- 
spection of table IV- III indicates that the nonresponse 
rate was not large or variable enough to introduce a 
serious bias. 


U,S. GOVERNMENT PIUNTING OI-'FICE; I960 O- 
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SELECTED REPORTS FROM THE U. S. NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY 


f. ] es A (ProgrcHn (k/sc r i pt I on;.; > stirvny <J{-s coiw:<?[its, and ticf I n] t Inns ) 

Ho. i- or\K}\n nnd Pro.)r:im of the U. S. Nat ion, n no. a It h inirvoy. pnii Put). No, Price 21} centra 

No. ‘Thn Statistical Dosinn of the Health MoiisoHold^IntervIow Survey, PfiS Puti, fk>, 5 h 4 -a;!. Prico 3 s contn. 

No. 3- Concopts and Definitions in the Heal Ui Housohold-f nto rv Survey, PHS Put', No, &n4-A3. Price 30 C(?nt 


3 g r les D (MeaUh Interview Survey results (>y topics) 


N C. 

7. 
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